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Introduction to the Second Edition

Praise be to Allah, as is fitting for the His majesty and His great
sovereignty. Peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad
Asadedfle, who conveyed the message on behalf of his Lord through his
tongue. And peace and blessings be upon his family, his Companions,
and those who follow them in righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

The first edition of this book sold out in less than two years, indicating
the readers’ interest in its subject matter. Therefore, I found it
beneficial to add some historical information that reinforces our
publishing goals.

What encouraged us to add to and republish this work, was our
acquisition of Dr. Wilhelm Hoenerbach’s research, Excerpts from the
book of Apostasy by Abii Yazid Wathimah ibn Misa ibn al-Furat (d. 237 AH),
taken from the book al-Isabah by Ibn Hajar. This was published in 1951
AD.

Our colleague, Dr. ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad Nasir al-Sayf, a professor
in the Department of History, College of Arts, King Saud University,
kindly gifted us a copy of it. May Allah reward him with all that is good
on our behalf.

This research made it easier for us to benefit more from Ibn Hajar’s
book, al-Isabah. Dr. al-Sayf drew our attention to the sources of some
other useful information that we found in his research, “Those who
remained steadfast on Islam in the region of Banli Hanifah during
Musaylimah’s apostasy”, published in the King Saud University
Journal, Volume 10, Arts (1), pg. 121-142 (1418 AH/1998 AD).



I ask Allah to guide everyone to what is good for Islam and Muslims,
and our final invocation is that all praise is due to Allah, Lord of the
Worlds.

Written in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
At the end of Dhii al-Hijjah in the year 1419 AH
By Dr. Mahdi Rizq Allah Ahmad.



Introduction to the First Edition

Praise be to Allah, we praise Him, seek His help and ask for His
forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evil of ourselves and
from the evil of our actions. Whom Allah guides, there is no one to
misguide him, and whom He lets go astray, there is no one to guide him.
I bear witness that there is no god but Allah alone, He has no partner,
and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.

This book—when looking at it comprehensively—addresses important
aspects of the Fitnah of Apostasy that occurred during the Khilafah
of Abll Bakr as-Siddiq #dis following the death of the Messenger
e, These aspects are:

» Who are those who remained steadfast in Islam during this crisis?
» What was their role in extinguishing it?

» Did all the Arabs apostatize as some writers say?

» Or did most of the Arabs apostatize as others say?

This comprehensive outlook highlights important historical facts
derived from some credible sources and references regarding the
history of this period, indicating that Muslim tribes, leaders, and
individuals outside Madinah, Makkah, and T2’if did not all or mostly

apostatize from Islam, as some writers tried to make us understand.

The Islamic state relied on strong pillars of tribes, leaders, and
individuals who spread across the Arabian Peninsula, remained
steadfast on their Islam, and played important and principal roles in
ending the Fitnah of Apostasy of some tribes, leaders, and individuals



who apostatized from Islam or refused to submit to the authority of
the Islamic state.

This comprehensive view will correct the understanding of some
writers who have dealt with this aspect of the Fitnah of Apostasy with
a sort of generalization, inaccuracy, lack of objectivity, ill-intention, or
a partiality.

Indeed, such an approach by some Muslim writers puts them in
a legally prohibited area, which is accusing some of the Sahabah of
apostasy following the death of the Prophet i=.£4flz, and describing
the best of generations—the generation of the Prophet ds.edfie—as
a generation of a Fitnah that included most Muslims, amongst whom

were the Sahabah #z4is. This contradicts the saying of the Messenger
sk ol 3 sk el o5 3 0 A
The best generations are my generation, then those who follow
them, then those who follow them.!

Moreover, such an approach to the history of this period gives the
enemies of Islam arguments that they use to attack Islam. When an
Arab Muslim writes that the Arabs apostatized after the death of the
Messenger A«edflz, it gives the impression that Islam was weak among
the Arabs, that their conversion to Islam was merely an outward
conversion, and that their obedience to the Prophet is.&i{iz=—and after
him to Abu Bakr—was due to fear, and not due to desire, conviction,
and firm belief.

1 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 3650; Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 3535.
4



The researcher does not deny the existence of hypocrites in the Islamic
community, both inside and outside Madinah, during the lifetime of
the Messenger As«&i{i>, as detailed in the Noble Qur’an, especially in
Surah al-Munafiqin and Stirah al-Tawbah. The latter is also known
as al-Fadihah (The Exposer) or al-Kashifah (The Uncoverer) because it
exposes the state of the hypocrites, about whom the verse of Allah
Almighty was revealed:

~o oPa 0o~ ° T
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And among those around you of the bedouins are hypocrites, and also
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from the people of Madinah. They persist in hypocrisy, you do not know
them, We know them. We will punish them twice; then they will be

returned to a great punishment.!

These hypocrites would take advantage of any circumstance they
deemed suitable for inciting Fitnah. And they were also exploited by
some individuals with personal ambitions, whose signs of mischief
appeared during the lifetime of the Prophet 4&4iiz. Such as al-Aswad
al-‘Anst, who rebelled against the Prophet is.dfle after the Farewell
Pilgrimage in the tenth year after hijrah, as mentioned in the Sahthayn?
that al-Aswad al-‘Anst was not even known to be a Muslim in the first
place for it to be said that he had apostatized from Islam. Similarly,
Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab, who said:

1 Strah al-Tawbah: 101.
2 Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Maghazi, Hadith: 4374; Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 2274.
5



Womunf%y\wgd»dl
If Muhammad leaves me in charge after him, I would follow him.!

And Sajah al-Tamimiyyah was a Christian and never converted to Islam
in the first place.?

Therefore, if the likes of these individuals managed to deceive some of
the simple-minded people, who are found in every society, that cannot
be used as evidence that most Arabs had apostatized.

1 Sahih al-Bukhart, Hadith: 4373; Sahth Muslim, Hadith: 2273.
2 See: Ibn Kathir: al-Bidayah wa an-Nihdyah, 6/360.
6



Preface

The events of Riddah (Apostasy) are specifically those events that
occurred in the Arabian Peninsula after the death of the Prophet
Asedle covering a wide geographic area, and include, in a general
sense, those that begun before his death, albeit on a smaller geographic
scale, such as al-Aswad al-‘AnsTin Yemen and Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab

in al-Yamamabh.

These critical events have not been given thorough individual study
by researchers or modern historians in a way that sheds light on the
position of the Islamic communities in the regions affected by this
fitnah (turmoil), and the role of this group of Muslims, as leaders and
individuals, in suppressing the revolt of apostasy, and how they held
firmly to their religion in the dark times of fitnah, just like one holding

onto burning embers.

One of the fundamental truths about this fitnah is that it did not
affect every single person, despite its geographic spread; rather,
there were tribes, leaders, groups, and individuals who held
steadfastly to their religion in every one of the regions wherein
some tribal groups, leaders, or individuals apostatised.

For this truth to be presented clearly, reliance must be placed on
primary sources that have focused on collecting various narratives
about the events of this fitnah. Amongst the most important of these

sources are:

» Al-Isti‘ab fi Asma’ al-Ashab by Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr.

» Kitab al-Riddah by Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Waqidi, from the
narration of Ibn A'tham.



» Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah by Ibn Hajar al-Asqalant.

» Al-Tabagqat al-Kubra by Ibn Sa‘d.

» Kitab al-Futith by Ahmad ibn Atham al-Kaff.

» Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Muliik by Ibn Jarir al-Tabarf.

» Al-Khilafah al-Rashidah wa al-Butiilah al-Khalidah fi Huraib al-Riddah
by Abii Al-Rabt Sulayman ibn Misa al-KalaT al-Andalast.

» Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh by Tbn al-Athtr,

» Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah by Ibn Kathir... etc.

The reader of this book will particularly note the importance of the
information that I have drawn from the book al-Khilafah al-Rashidah
wa al-Butulah al-Khalidah fi Hurtib al-Riddah by Abt al-RabT Sulayman
ibn Miisa al-KalaT al-Andaltist, despite the fact that al-KalaT is among
the late historians, as he passed away in 634 AH. The reason for this
is that al-KalaT benefited greatly from the books of his predecessors
and uniquely sourced information from lost books that focused on
apostasy, such as: Kitab al-Riddah by Ibn Ishaq (d. 151 AH), and Kitab al-
Riddah by Wathimah ibn Miisa (d. 237 AH). He also cited from lost books
that addressed the apostasy crisis and were mentioned in writings by
those who came after them, such as the writings of:

» Ya'qub ibn Muhammad al-Zuhrf,

» Sa‘ld ibn Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-Umawi (d. 429 AH),

» ‘Urwah ibn al-Zubayr (d. 94 AH),

» and Sayf ibn ‘Umar, the author of Kitab al-Futih (d. 200 AH).
Moreover, he relied on a book that remains as a manuscript in the

Royal German Library in Berlin, which is al-Ghazawat, authored by
8



his mentor, the Muhaddith, historian and orator, Abii al-Qasim ibn
Hubaysh. Since al-KalaT was among the leading scholars of Hadith
in his time, he based his information about the revolt of apostasy on
books of Hadith; thus, his book serves as a fundamental and important
reference in the fitnah of apostasy.

The Fitnah of Apostasy in Some Contemporary Works

Some contemporary writers’ handling of this aspect of the apostasy
during the Khilafah of Abii Bakr 224k shows some shortcomings and
a degree of inaccuracy, indicating that they did not fully benefit from
some of the sources I referred to, and that there was a lack of patience
in their research which would have enabled them to reach more
accurate conclusions. There are many examples of this, but we will
limit ourselves to citing the opinions of twelve writers, and we will not
refute their opinions at this time; because the response to their views
will come through our discussion and listing of the roles of those who
remained steadfast in Islam in the various regions.

Here are the opinions of those twelve writers:

1. Dr. ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Majid!

He writes:
utadl 2 el ] i i ol IS 3 15 o
o Jomy @I g o e ol L
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s 3035 ol s o o o allas LAl ST 4l 5 ag 1 dslon oI5

1 Al-Tarikh al-Siyast li al-Dawlah al-‘Arabtyah, 4th edition, Cairo, Maktabah al-Anjla al-
Misriyah, 1967, pg. 146.
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There was no one in all of Hijaz who was enthusiastic about
the religion of Islam other than the Ansar from the people of
Madinah, and the Muhajirtin from people of Makkah. In reality,
the Arabs did not care about Islam, just as they did not care
about any of the other heavenly religions before, and they did
not attempt to understand its laws or to practice its outward
rituals of prayer, fasting, and ablution; we know the harshness
of life in the desert and the scarcity of water. The Arabs’ neglect
of Islam appeared during the life of the Prophet himself; such as
when they asked him to abolish Salah or Zakah.

O JS 3 Olmanll bl s o pall ks o a8 105301 (5 luad
... To say the least, the majority of the Arabs disbelieved, and

disobedience broke out everywhere.!

T 5 5 s gl Bl Baied 1331 ol Sl SIS
L g2 15l o) e 0 (po L 55 e
... There was a woman with a vague personality named Sajah,

she came to her tribe of Banii Tamim, and they rallied around

her.?

ol ol s S

... But the Arabs apostatized after the Prophet.’

1 Ibid., pg. 148.
2 Ibid., pg. 150.
3 Ibid., pg. 154.

10
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. anyway, the southern tribes of the Arabian Peninsula

apostatized to free themselves from the authority of Madinah.!
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It is worth mentioning that the northern tribes of Hijaz, on the
borders of the Levant, such as Judham, Kalb, Quda‘ah, ‘Udhrah,
andBallTapostatized fromIslam, like othertribes of the Peninsula,

and turned their backs on al-Madinah al-Munawwarah.?

This is what Dr. M3jid said in a book that is considered one of the important
and fundamental references in some Arabic and Islamic universities for a

long period of time, and has been printed several times.

2. ‘Ali Ibrahim Hasan®
He writes:

O V] i all s S5 Y Tadao s o3l Lalies 3 o )
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There was no one left sincere to Islam and obedient to Abt Bakr

12dls, except the residents of Madinah, Makkah, and T#’if.*

1 Ibid., pg. 155.

2 Tbid., pg. 158-159.

3 Al-Tarikh al-Islami al-‘Amm - Al-Jahiliyah, al-Dawlah al-‘Arabiyah, al-Dawlah al-
‘Abbastyah, Cairo, Maktabah al-Nahdah al-Misriyah, pg. 219.

4 1bid., pg. 220.

11



He mentions that Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab was able to rally his tribe
to his side, and likewise, he gained the tribe of Tamim when he married
Sajah al-Tamimiyyah. He further writes that the tribe of Madhhij had
shown allegiance to al-Aswad al-‘AnsT' in Yemen while the tribe of
Ghatfan and those around it joined Tulayhah al-Asadr after the death
of the Prophet sz ?

3. Dr. al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Salim?*

He wrote:

oy B a5 &3l s & sl el 35 ooyl sl i
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The Arabs had apostatized, Judaism and Christianity resurfaced,
hypocrisy rose, and Muslims were like sheep scattered in a
stormy night due to the loss of their Prophet L& until Allah
united them by means of Abi Bakr.

This quotation of Dr. Salim is an account attributed to ‘A’ishah gz,
which Ibn Khayyat* has mentioned with a similar wording and an
authentic chain of narration. Ibn Hisham® narrated it without a chain.

1 Ibid., pg. 222.

2 Ibid., pg. 221.

3 Tarikh al-Dawlah al-‘Arabiyah - Tarikh al-‘Arab mundhu ‘Asr al-Jahiliyah Hatta Suqut al-
Dawlah al-‘Umawiyyah, Beirut, Dar al-Nahdah al-‘Arabiyah, 1971, pg. 432.

4 Al-‘Asfari, Khalifah ibn Khayyat: Tarikh Khalifah ibn Khayat, edited by Dr. Akram
Diya’ al-‘Umari, 2nd edition, Beirut, Damascus, Dar al-Qalam wa Mu’assasat al-
Risalah, 1977, pg. 102.

5 Ibn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik: Al-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah, edited by Mustafa al-Saqqa et
al., 2nd edition, Cairo, Maktabah al-Halabi, 1375 AH/1955CE, 2/665.

12



However, ‘A’ishah @iy meant some of the Arabs who lived near
Madinah Munawwarah, those who attacked Madinah Munawwarah at
the Prophet’s iz«&4fi= death, and at that time, the stance of the rest of
the Arab Muslims who were in areas further away from Madinah was
not yet clear.

When discussing Abli Bakr’s 28 position on apostasy, he mentioned
that most Arabs, amongst the elite and common people, had
apostatized, with the exception of Quraysh and Thaqif, and that the
Arabs rebelled against the authority of Madinah.!

In his account of Tulayhah al-AsadT’s apostasy, he mentions that the
tribes of Asad, Ghatfan, Tay’, and Kinanah all joined him.?

In his conclusion regarding the Muslims’ war against Tulayhah,
he points out that the remnants of defeated tribes of Ghatfan, Tay’,
Sulaym, and Hawazin rallied around Umm Ziml, Salma bint Malik ibn
Hudhayfah, who incited them against Muslims.?

4. Dr. Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Wakil*

He mentions that the entire Arabian Peninsula rebelled against Aba
Bakr, declared its departure from Islam, and opposed the Muslims.
According to him, only the people of Madinah, Makkah, TZ’if, and the
tribes located between Makkah and Madinah remained Muslims.

1 Tarikh al-Dawlah al-‘Arabiyah, op. cit., pg. 442.

2 Ibid., pg. 442.

3 Ibid., pg. 446.

4 Jawlah Tarikhiyah fi ‘Asr al-Khulafa al-Rashidin; Dirasah Wasftyah Tahliliyah li Ahdath
Tilka al-Fatrah, 1st edition, Jeddah, Dar al-Mujtama’ li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi', 1406
AH/1986 CE, pg. 21.

13



5. Dr. Muhammad As‘ad Tals!

Hewrites that the tribes of Tay’, Ghatfan, and Asad left Islam completely,
apostatized, and followed the False Prophet—Tulayhah al-Asadi. Banii
Hanifah apostatized and followed Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab, and the
people of Yemen apostatized and followed al-Aswad al-‘AnsT.

6. Shaykh ‘Ali al-Tantawr?

He wrote:
Gole A3 S 100 0,15 e iy o, V1 o iS o Ralul fuad Lo
o oy il s dadonns ol Lalanal s L5 Ly 3 ) ol ]
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s S5 e alll 5,38 JB . O S5 ) sl S
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Usamah had barely left when the entire land began disbelieving
and differences started spreading. Every tribe had cases of
apostasy, whether in a general or specific sense, except for
Quraysh and Thaqif. The issue of Musaylimah and Tulayhah
became serious, and the commoners of the Tay’ and Asad tribes
gathered around Tulayhah. Ghatfan and some elite of Bant Salim
apostatised, as did the rest of the people everywhere. Qatadah
wdls said, “When the Messenger of Allah iseiie passed away,
all of the Arabs apostatized, except for three Masajid: Makkah,

1 Al-Khulafa’ al-Rashidan: Abua Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘Alf, 2nd edition, Beirut, Dar al-
Andalus li al-Tiba‘ah wa al-Nashr, 1969, pg. 20.

2 Abu Bakr al-Siddiq - Riwayat Sahthah Majmu ‘ah min Nahw Mi’ah Kitab Bayn Makhtut wa
Matbi', 2nd edition, Cairo, al-Matba‘ah al-Salafiyah, 1372 AH, pg. 16.

14



Madinah, and Bahrain.” ‘A’ishah e said, “When the Messenger
of Allah =i passed away, hypocrisy spread in Madinah, and
all of the Arabs apostatized.”

In another place, he says that al-Siddiq stood alone against these
tribes that were said to have apostatised, and that they erupted like
a volcano, taking every possible course against him and cried out in
rebellious protest, saying:

S5 b all sl L L O o aldl J gan Lo

We obeyed the Messenger of Allah when he was among us,

0 servants of Allah, what is with Aba Bakr?*

He also notes that the calamity intensified, the earth was shaken and
the Arab apostates got courage to attack Madinah.

7. Shaykh Muhammad al-Khudari Bek?

He mentions that the Arabs apostatized soon after they learned about
the death of the Prophet Az.&4{z, and no one adhered to their religion
among the Arabs except for the Quraysh, Thaqif of T2'if, and a few
others. The tribes of Tay’, Asad, and those who followed them from
Ghatfan apostatised and followed Tulayhah al-Asadi. The Banii Hanifah
apostatized from Islam and followed Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab®. The
people of Yemen also apostatized and followed al-Aswad al-‘Anst.*

1 Ibid., pg. 169. This is the beginning of verses of poetry on the Tawil scale composed
by Harithah ibn Suragah when he rebelled against Ziyad ibn Labid al-Bayadi.

2 Itmam al-Wafa@’ fi Sirah al-Khulafa’, Egypt, Dar al-Ittihad al-‘Arabi li al-Tiba’ah, n.d.,
pg. 21

3 Ibid., pg. 28.

4 Tbid., pg. 33.
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In another place in his book, he indicates that the Bant Hanifah
apostatised and followed Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab, and that the tribe
of Madhhaj apostatised and followed al-Aswad al-‘AnsT.

8. Professor Shabir Ahmad Muhammad ‘Ali of Pakistan!

He states, when speaking about Sajah, that most of Banii Tamim and a
group of its leaders responded to her and her message.

9. Al-Sayyid Muhammad Hasan Barighish?

He says:
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The apostasy reached such a level that it covered the face of
the Arabian Peninsula, except for Makkah and Madinah. The
tribes of Asad, Ghatfan, and Tay’ apostatised, and Tulayhah al-
Asadi was their leader. The Bedouins and tribes around Madinah
from Bana ‘Abs, BanQi Murrah, Dhubyan, and Bani Kinanah,

apostatised. The Kindah tribe and its followers also apostatised

1 ‘Asr al-Siddiq radi Allah ‘anhu, Master’s Thesis, 1st edition, Jeddah, Al-Dar al-
Su‘Gdiyah li al-Nashr wa al-TawzT, 1404 AH, pg. 159.

2 Zahirah al-Riddah fi al-Mujtama’ al-Islami al-Awwal, Beirut, Mu’assasah al-Risalah wa
Matba‘ah al-Hurriyyah, n.d, pg. 100-101.
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and followed al-Aswad al-‘Ans. The tribe of RabTah apostatized
with al-Ma‘r@ir. The Banii Hanifah were following the orders of
Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab. Sulaym apostatized with al-Fuja’ah.
Banli Tamim apostatized with Sajah the fortune teller. Only
Madinah, Makkah, and those who followed them remained on

true Islam.

He confirms what he says when he points out in another place that
the whole Arabian Peninsula had apostatised after the death of the
Messenger is«dflz, and only the community of Madinah remained

steadfast and sincere on Islam.

10. Muhammad Husayn Haykal?

He mentions that all the Arabs had apostatised from Islam and that the

Arabian Peninsula erupted in flames.

11. Dr. Tawfiq Muhammad Baru?®

When discussing the false prophets, he says:

@utsgct,,wuw@;oi@ﬁg

. among them was Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab from Bani
Hanifah. His tribe followed him, and the tribe of Tamim also
joined him after he married the fortune teller Sajah, who was

from that same tribe...

1 Ibid., pg. 119.

2 Al-Siddiq Abi Bakr, Egypt, Dar al-Maarif, 1975, pg. 173.

3 Al-Dawlah al-‘Arabiyah al-Kubra - Sadr al-Islam wa al-Khilafah al-‘Umawiyyah, Aleppo,
Dar al-Qalam al-‘Arabi li al-Nashr wa al-TawzT, 1973, pg. 168.
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12. Dr. Muhammad Jamal al-Din Surur!

He says that the Arab tribes had started differing shortly before the

death of the Prophet 4=«£4>, and their problems escalated following
his death.

When he discusses the movement of al-‘Ansi, he mentions that the
Madhbhij tribe had sided with him.? When discussing the movement of
Musaylimah, he concludes that he was representing the inclination of
his tribe, Banii Hanifah®.

These are the statements of these scholars about the Fitnah of
apostasy, as related to this discussion of ours. In the following pages,
we will try to, Allah willing, cast as bright a light as possible to fully
and comprehensively see the truth about this aspect. In doing this, we
shall provide a comprehensive response to those whose opinions we
have mentioned and others who have written on this topic without
deeply studying and delving into the relevant sources.

Above all, this research of ours provides an answer to an important
question, which is: Did the Fitnah of Apostasy, which occurred during
the Khilafah of Abt Bakr #dis, encompass all of the Arab tribes,
individuals, and leaders who were Muslims? Or did this Fitnah occur
only among some tribes, some leaders, and some individuals, in
different geographical areas?

1 Al-Hayah al-Siyasiyah fi al-Dawlah al-‘Arabiyah al-Islamiyah Khilal al-Qarnayn al-Awwal
wa al-Thant Ba'da al-Hijrah, 6th edition, Beirut, Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arabi, 1399 AH/1979,

pg. 19.
2 Ibid., pg. 20.

3 Ibid., pg. 22.
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The first truth that can be inferred from the sources I previously
referred to is that I did not find evidence to suggest that all Muslim
tribes, leaders, and individuals apostatised from Islam, as mentioned
by those people whom we used as examples. Instead, I found that the
Islamic state relied on a solid base of groups, tribes, and individuals
who steadfastly remained Muslim and spread throughout the
entire peninsula and were a strong support for Islam and its state in
suppressing the movement of the apostates among them. The evidence
of this truth was extracted from the credible sources we mentioned.
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Those who Remained Steadfast on Islam During the
Apostasy

Those who remained steadfast on Islam in Hijaz and in the Arabian

Peninsula

Among those who remained steadfast in Islam in Hijaz during the
Fitnah of Apostasy were the people of Makkah, Thagif, and Madinah.
This fact is agreed upon by all historians. They were a support and
an aid, after Allah, to the Islamic state in suppressing the Fitnah that
came about due to the apostates from some of the tribes such as Asad,
Dhubyan, and Ghatfan. The tribes residing between Makkah, Madinah,
and T2'if remained firm on their Islam. The tribes of Muzaynah, Ghifar,
Juhaynah, Balii, some of Ashja’, Aslam, Thaqif!, ‘Abs, some of Bani
Sulaym?, Tay’, Hudhayl, Ahl al-Sarah, Bajilah, and Khath’am remained

firm on their Islam.?

Indeed, the Messenger of Allah iz&ifi sent Ka'b ibn Malik al-Ansari
#dks to Aslam, Ghifar, Muzaynah, and Juhaynah. When they received

1 Aba al-RabT Sulayman ibn Masa al-KalaT al-Andalust: al-Khilafah al-Rashidah wa al-
Buttlah al-Khalidah fi Hurub al-Riddah, 2nd edition, edited and published by Dr. Ahmad
Ghunaym, Cairo, Dar al-Ittihad al-‘Arabi li al-Tiba‘ah, 1401 AH/1981, pg. 41.

2 Ibid. Also see: Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabart: Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muliik, 4th
edition, edited by Muhammad Ab al-Fadl Ibrahim, Cairo, Dar al-Maarif, 1977, 3/242.
More details to follow.

3 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 42. Also see the report on Tay’ on pages 41-44 of this book.

4 For his biography, see: Ahmad ibn ‘Alf ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant: al-Isabah fi Tamyiz
al-Sahabah, 1st edition, Cairo, Matba‘at al-Sa‘adah, 1328 AH, 3/302, Biography: 7433.
Yasuf ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Barr: al-IstTab ft Asma’ al-Ashab with
a footnote on al-Isabah, 3/286-291.
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news of the Prophet’s &s.edfle death, they paid their Zakah to his
Khalifah, Abti Bakr al-Siddiq & who used it to fight against the
apostates. The same was done by the Banti Kalb and Ashja‘; the Bant
Kalb! sent their Zakah to Abli Bakr 2z along with their Zakah leader,

Bishr ibn Sufyan al-Ka'bi, and Ashja® sent their Zakah with Mas‘tid ibn
Rukhaylah al-Ashja?, which was used in fighting the apostates.

Abi Bakr idis sent messages to those around him including Aslam,
Ghifar, Muzaynah, Ashja’, Juhaynah, and Kab, ordering them to fight
against the apostates, and they responded to him to the extent that
Madinah was filled with them. They had horses and camels that they
put under the command of the Khalifah AbG Bakr zedis.

To explain the abundance of men from these tribes and the magnitude
of their support for the Khalifah is that Juhaynah alone brought to the
Khalifah four hundred of its men along with riding animals and horses,
as reported in a narration from Saburah al-Juhant. ‘Amr ibn Murrah

1 Refer to: Muhammad ibn Sa‘d ibn Mani: al-Tabagat al-Kubra, Beirut, Dar Sadir,
1968, 1/293; ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Hisham ibn Ayyab al-Himyari: al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah,
2nd edition, edited by Mustafa al-Saqa and others, Cairo, Maktabat al-Halabi, 1375
AH/1955, 2/309; al-Isabah, 1/151; al-Isti'ab, 1/163-164.

2 He was the leader of the tribe of Ashja' in the Battle of the Trench. He advanced
to meet the Messenger of Allah 1s:&4 at the head of the delegation of his tribe for
negotiation, they then embraced Islam. Refer to al-Isabah, 3/410, Biography: 7943;
al-Tabaqat, 2/66, 1/306.

3 Hurab ar-Riddah by al-KalaT mentioned earlier, pg. 44; in this regard also see al-
Diyar BakrT (Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan d. 966 AH): Tarikh al-Khamis ft Ahwal
Anfus Nafis, Beirut, Mu’assasat Shaban, n.d., 2/21-23.

4 He is Sabrah ibn Ma'bad al-Juhani, also known as Ibn ‘Awsajah ibn Harmalah ibn
Sabrah ibn Khadij ibn Malik ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani, nicknamed Abt Thurayyah. See: Usd
al-Ghabah, 2/260; al-Isabah, 2/14, Biography: 3087; al-Isti'ab, 2/75.
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al-JuhanT' brought a hundred camels to aid the Muslims, which Aba
Bakr 2z distributed among the people.?

Even Asad and Ghatfan were not all with Tulayhah al-Asadi in his
apostasy, but a group from them remained steadfast in Islam as
reported by al-Kala™, Ibn Atham?, and al-Waqidi.® Dirar ibn al-Azwar®
played an active role in this; he wrote to the righteous people of Banti
Asad, inviting them to adhere to Islam, and the last of those he wrote
to was Jatinah ibn Marthad al-Asadi.’

1 He is ‘Amr ibn Murrah ibn ‘Abs ibn Malik al-Juhani, from the tribe of Ghatfan ibn
Qays ibn Juhaynah. He is known as al-Juhani and sometimes al-Azdi, more commonly
as al-Juhani; he used to maintain the idol of Juhaynah during pre-Islamic times, and
when he heard about the Prophet 4s:&4( and his call, he smashed it and came to
Madinah and embraced Islam. See: al-Tabagat, 1/333; al-Isti'ab, 2/519.
2 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 55; Tarikh al-Khamis, previously mentioned reference, pg. 204.
3 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 67.
4 Refer to Ahmad ibn A'tham al-Kaff: Kitab al-Futih, 1st edition, supervised by Dr.
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mu‘id Khan, Hyderabad, Deccan, Matba'ah Maslahah D2’irat al-
Ma‘arif al-'Uthmaniyyah, 1388 AH/1968, pg. 72.
5 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-waqid: Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 72.
6 Refer to his lineage, biography, and Jihad in al-Isabah, 2/208-209, Biography: 4172;
‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn al-Athir: Usd al-Ghabah fi Ma'rifat al-Sahabah, Hyderabad
Deccan (India), Jam'iyat al-Ma‘arif, pg. 3/39-40.
7 Refer to it in al-Isabah, 1/262, Biography: 1292. He has poetry regarding Tulayhah
mentioned by al-Waqidi and Ibn Hajar:
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Bant Asad, I am displeased with what you did,

And there is no sanctuary for people who fought against Allah.

Indeed, I am, even if you insult me, calling me foolish,

A Hanif on the firm religion and a Muslim.
See al-Wagqidt: Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 74.
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Those from the Banu Asad who remained steadfast on Islam

There was a group from the Banii Asad who remained steadfast on
Islam and were with Khalid 2k when he marched with his army to
fight against the apostates in this region. Wathimah mentioned the
names of a number of people who remained steadfast on Islam from

the Bant Asad and left Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi, including:

1. Dhubyan ibn Rabiah al-Asadi

He said to Tulayhah when he claimed prophethood:
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You are a man who is makes mistakes and gets things right.

Bring us something like the Qur’an or else stop bothering us.!

2. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Arbad al-Asadi?

3. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Azwar al-Asadi

He is the brother of Dirar ibn al-Azwar #24is;, the Sahabi. He was in his
people’s land when Tulayhah claimed prophethood. He spoke to his
brother Dirar to rally the Ansar to fight against those in al-Butah from
the apostates with a poem, the beginning of which was:
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1 Wathimah ibn Miisa ibn al-Furat al-FarisT al-FasawT al-Washa’ (d. 237 AH): Qita‘ min
Kitab al-Riddah - Ma’khudh min Kitab al-Isabah li Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant, arranged, edited,
and explained by Dr. Wilhelm Hoenerbach, Scholars and Writers Association Press,
Miinster, 1951, pg. 2; al-Isabah, 1/491. Ibn Hajar said, “And in a copy from the book of
Wathimah (Zubyan).”
2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 2; al-Isabah, 3/96, Biography: 6365.
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I have said to the brother Dirar,

Long is the weeping for the squad of the Ansar.!

4. Hubaysh al-Asadi
He denied Tulayhah, and he composed verses about it, a few lines of
which are:
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I bear witness that there is no lord but Allah,

Tulayhah, and that the religion is the religion of Muhammad.

Hubaysh and his sons Ghassan? and ‘Abd al-Rahman?® left Tulayhah.*

5. Ghalib ibn Bishr al-Asadi

He was among the wise men and nobility of Banti Asad.’

6. Yazid ibn Hudhayfah al-Asadi

His son Zufar remained steadfast with him on Islam. He was from the
nobles of Banii Asad. He joined Khalid ibn al-Walid #24, and sent a
message to Bant Asad warning them through poetry, some verses of
which are:
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1 Wathimah: Ibid., pg. 2; al-Isabah, 3 / 96, Biography: 6366.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 3; al-Isabah, 1/373, Biography: 1951.
3 Wathimabh: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 3/194, Biography: 6935.
4 Wathimah: Ibid.; al-Isabah, 3/96, Biography: 6368.
5 Wathimabh: Ibid.; al-Isabah, 3 / 193, Biography 6930.
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O sons of Asad, there is no trait in Tulayhah,

By which he should be obeyed, O people of my tribe, so be careful.!

7. ‘Awf ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Asadi

He was among those who witnessed the war with Khalid &k at
Buzakha, and he is the one who said about it:
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The day we separated the maidens [from their spouses] with

spears,
White faced, unveiled like a herd of gazelles.
And Tulayhah escaped through the rising dust, resembling a

newly born camel struggling to urinate, leaving behind the

corpses of his people.?

Those from the Banii Fazarah and Ghatfan who remained steadfast
on Islam

Among those who remained steadfast on Islam among Bant Fazarah
and Ghatfan, as Wathimah mentioned are:

1. Haram ibn Qutbah ibn Sinan al-Fazari

He was among those who urged ‘Uyaynah ibn Hisn to remain steadfast
on Islam. He said to him in a lengthy sermon, recalling their past wars
and defeats saying:

1 Wathimabh: Ibid., pg. 3-4; al-Isabah, 3/674, Biography: 9397.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 5; al-Isabah, 3/674, Biography: 6540.
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Recall the outcome of rebellion on the day of Haba’ah, and the
relentless insistence on betting on the day of Qays, and your
defeat on the day of Ahzab...

However, ‘Uyaynah did not accept. So, he left him and composed poetry
about him. He used to arbitrate among the Arabs during jahiliyyah

(pre-Islamic era).!

2. Ziyad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Ghatfani

He was among those who left ‘Uyaynah ibn Hisn when he pledged
allegiance to Tulayhah during the apostasy. He then joined Khalid
ibn al-walid and composed a poem for this occasion, including the

following verses:
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Convey to ‘Uyaynah that I have sent a message directed to his

home, from an advising brother,

You knew that Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid is a dog barking on the
outskirts of Bazakhah.

How can you remain when Khalid and the Muhajirin come to

you, riding on swift horses.?

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 4; al-Isabah, 3/618, Biography: 9045.
2 Wathimah: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 1/581, Biography: 2989. See also al-Waqidt: Kitab al-
Riddah, pg. 81.
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Those from the Banii ‘Amir who remained steadfast on Islam

1. Abui Harb Rabi‘ah ibn Khuwaylid al-‘Aqil1

Al-KalaT mentioned that among those who remained steadfast on
Islam in this region from Bant ‘Amir ibn Rabi'ah was Abt Harb Rabiah
ibn Khuwaylid al-‘Aqil?, who stood up against his people, reminding
them of their support for ‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl in killing the Muslims on
the Day of Bi'r Ma‘tinah®.

Al-‘Aqili was a knight of ‘Amir at that time and an important man. But
they did not heed him.

2. Family of ‘Alqamah ibn ‘Ulathah

Among those who did not apostatize from Bani ‘Amir were also
the family of ‘Algamah ibn ‘Ulathah ibn ‘Awf al-Ahwas ibn Ja‘far?, as
narrated by al-KalaT.®

1 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 84.

2 Ibn Khuwaylid ibn Salamah ibn Hilal ibn ‘Amir ibn ‘A’idh ibn Kulayb. See his
lineage and story in al-Isabah, 1/507, Biography: 2596 and 4/43, Biography: 266; Usd
al-Ghabah, 2/167.

3 Referring to the tragedy of Bi'r Malinah where nearly seventy Companions, known
as the Qurra’ (reciters), were killed by the polytheists of Najd. This incident took
place between the land of Bant ‘Amir and the lava field (Harrah) of Bana Sulaym.
See this story in the books of Hadith and Sirah; for example: Sahih al-Bukhari, al-
Maktabah al-Rahimiyyah, Deoband, India, 1384-1387 AH, 2/584, 586, 587, 588; Sirah
Ibn Hisham, 2/183-188; al-Tabagqat, 2/51, 54... etc.; al-WaqidT: Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 72.

4 He was from al-Mu’allafah Quliibuhum (new reversts to Islam whose hearts were
still to be won), as mentioned in al-Isti'ab, 3/126. Then he sincerely reverted to Islam,
migrated, and pledged allegiance as mentioned in al-Tabagat, 1/272, 311; Usd al-
Ghabah, 4/13.

5 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 89.
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3. Qurrah ibn Hubayrah al-Qushayri

The preferred opinion is that Qurrah ibn Hubayrah al-Qushayri, one
of the leaders of Bant ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah?, also did not apostatize from
Islam; because he stood among his people speaking to them, warning
them, and inducing in them fear of Khalid ibn al-Walid i&is. And he
implored them to fear Allah and return to His religion.?

Qurrah’s conversation with al-Siddiq 24k when he appeared before
him, also showed that he did not apostatize. He explained his negative
stance to the apostates and his not aiding the Muslims, by saying that
he had wealth and children, and he was afraid of losing them if he
opposed the apostates. He confirmed that his heart had not apostatized.
Therefore, al-Siddiq ks pardoned him®.

What also shows the steadfastness of members from Band ‘Amir and
Hawazin on Islam, is the story of al-Fuja’ah, as the narration by al-
TabarT states that he launched a raid against every Muslim in the tribes
of Sulaym, ‘Amir, and Hawazin. When Abx Bakr received this news, he
dispatched Turayfah ibn Hajiz with orders to gather forces and join him.®

1 He came to the Prophet #=s<&4= with the delegation from Qushayr ibn Ka'b and he
accepted Islam. The Messenger 4s:&4(l= gave him the task of overseeing the Zakah
of his tribe. See: Usd al-Ghabah, 4/203-204; al-Tabaqat, 1/303; al-Isti'ab, 3/253-254; al-
Isabah, 3/234, Biography: 7106, His story with ‘Amr ibn al-'‘As and his lineage are
mentioned in these sources.

2 See: Ibn al-A'tham: Kitab al-Futih, pg. 10; and also see Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 83-88; ‘All
ibn Ahmad ibn Abi al-Karam: al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, Beirut, Dar Sadir, 1385 AH / 1965
AD, 2/349-352; and also in Ibn A‘tham, pg. 17 onwards.

3 Al-Isabah, 3/234-235, Biography: 7106.

4 Tarikh al-Tabari, 3/264; also see, Tarikh al-Khamis, 2/202.

5 Mention of them will come later, Allah willing.
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Wathtmah named and spoke of the stances of numerous individuals
who remained firm on Islam from Bani ‘Amir, other than those we

mentioned, including:

4. ‘Ammarah ibn Qurayt al-'Amiri, also known as ‘Umar

He was one of those who warned his people in an eloquent sermon,
where he said:
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As for prayer, it is your light, and as for Zakah, it is your

purification...

He composed poetry about this, including the following lines:
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The Muslim’s prayer has become heavy upon you, O Bani ‘Amir,
and truth is a heavy thing.

You have followed it with Zakah, and you say, behold, do not flee

from them with a piece of twine.

May Allah, the Protector, not distance anyone from us besides

you, your path is a path to every evil.!
5. ‘Abd Allah ibn Khunays al-‘Amiri.

He composed poems regarding the Fitnah of Apostasy, one of which is:

1 Wathimah: Qita“ min Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 6; al-Isabah, 3/112, Biography: 6465.
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By my life, if BanT ‘Amir are unified in their disbelief after Islam,

And they have been afflicted by the Qurrah who speaks drivel,

most of their dreams have been taken from them.

The Bant ‘Amir have abandoned prayer, and being deprived of

its blessings has destroyed them,

And by you preventing of the truth, you have caused blood to

be spilled, and dishonoured the women, leaving them with

orphans.
Qurrah who is mentioned here is the son of Hubayrah al-Yashkuri. He

was their leader during the days of apostasy.!

6. ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Utbah al-'Amiri, one of the Banti Nufayl

He was a great elder and was honoured by his people. As part of his
poetry advising his people and forbidding them from apostasy, he said:
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Banii ‘Amir, you are not a more fearsome thorn, nor a pebble to
the people than Ghatfan.

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 7; al-Isabah, 3/89, Biography: 6312.
31



There is nothing in Bahrain withholding your strength, and nor

do you all profess to be Muslims.!

7. Al-Harith ibn Murrah ibn Dudan al-Nufayli al- Amiri

He composed the following lines advising the Bant ‘Amir:
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If you, the Bant ‘Amir, support Allah, you will be helped.

And if you have enmity towards Allah and the religion, you will

be met with disappointment.

And if you are defeated, no escape will be able to save you from

him.

And if you stand firm for the people, by Allah, you will be killed.?

8. ‘Abd Allah ibn Murrah al-‘Amiri

He gathered his people when Qurrah ibn Hubayrah attempted to
mislead them, advising and warning them. He also composed poems

in this regard.’

9. Hubayrah ibn al-Mufadah (or Mufadah) al-Amiri

He sent letters to the Banii Sulaym, urging them to be firm on Islam.

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 8; al-Isabah, 3/92, Biography: 6334.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 1/371, Biography: 1931.
3 Wathimabh: Ibid.; al-Isabah, 3/94, Biography: 6350.
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Those from the Banu Dhubyan who remained steadfast on Islam

A group of Banli Dhubyan adhered to Islam. This is why they were
victims of the fatal attacks by the apostates, and for this reason, Abai
Bakr 24l took an oath to attack an equal amount of people from every
tribe that killed the Muslims and more.!

Those from the Banti Sulaym who remained steadfast on Islam

Groups from the Banii Sulaym adhered to Islam as well. Therefore,
when Abti Bakr #2455 took office, he wrote to Ma'n ibn Hajiz?, giving
him command over those from the Banti Sulaym who had adhered to
Islam. He did well amongst them, reminding the people about death
being inevitable for all, including the Messengers and the Prophets.
He recited verses from the Qur’an pertaining to this matter, and many
people from Banti Sulaym gathered around him.?

When Abt Bakr #edis decided to direct Khalid ibn al-walid to al-
Dahiyah*, he wrote to Ma'n ibn Hajiz to join Khalid ibn al-Walid with
all of the Muslims who were with him. He also asked him to appoint

1 Abt al-Fida’ Isma‘Tl ibn ‘Umar: al-Biddyah wa al-Nihayah, edited by Muhammad ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz al-Najjar, Saudi Arabia, Maktabat al-Falah, n.d., 6/353-354; al-Kamil, 2/345;
al-Tabari, 3/246.

2 In some narrations by certain historians his name is mentioned as Ma‘an ibn
Hajizah, see for example: Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Jabir al-Baladhurt: Futih al-Buldan,
distributed by Dr. Salah al-Din al-Munajjid, Cairo, Maktabat al-Nahdah al-Misriyyah,
1965, 1/117. He belonged to the Bant Harithah and was the leader of Sulaym. See his
story in al-TabarT, 6/265-266; Usd al-Ghabah, 4/401; al-Isti'ab, 2/240.

3 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 182-183; also see al-Kamil, 2/351; Tarikh al-Khamis, 2/202.

4 It refers to a region east of Khaybar to the western borders of the Yamamah region.
It includes al-Bazakhah and al-Batah. It is in this region that the Fitnah of Tulayhah
al-Asadi erupted.
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Turayfah ibn Hajiz! as his replacement, and he did as commanded.
Turayfah and the Muslims with him stood against those who
apostatized, attacking them at times, and defending themselves
against attacks?, which indicates the strength of the group of Muslims
from the Bana Sulaym.

The incident concerning Turayfah ibn Hajiz with al-Fuja’ah al-Sulam?,
reflects the role of the Muslims of Sulaym in fighting against the
apostates and those who caused corruption on earth. Even al-Fuja’ah
himself, before he laid down his arms, we find him acknowledging
Islam; as he says in a conversation with Turayfah:
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1 He is Turayfah ibn Aban ibn Salamah ibn Hajiz al-Sulami, as mentioned in al-Isabah,
2/223, Biography: 4244. His account with the al-Fuja’ah al-Sulami, mentioned here,
is a summary of what is mentioned by al-KalaT and others. See his biography in al-
Istrab, 2/240; Usd al-Ghabah, 3/51.
2 Al-Tabari, 3/256, and see another narration in the same source, 3/242.
3 He is lyas ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Yalil ibn ‘Umayr ibn Khaffaf (see Huriib al-Riddah, pg.
183). According to al-TabarT (3/364) he is Iyas ibn ‘Abd Yalil. However, according to
al-Baladhurf (Futith al-Buldan, 1/117), he is Bujayr ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Sulami. He came
to Abl Bakr &5 and said, “O Abl Bakr, I am a Muslim and I intend to engage in
Jihad against those who have apostatized. Give me a conveyance and support me,
for if I had the strength, I would not have come to you, but I am weak in terms of a
riding animal and weaponry.” Al-Siddiq acceded to his request, but he betrayed and
deceived Abt Bakr #4ks and killed Muslims and the apostates. Al-Siddiq captured
him and burned him as punishment for causing corruption on earth. See his story
in al-Tabari, 3/264; Huraib al-Riddah, pg. 184-185; al-Baladhurt: al-Futith, 1/117; Ibn
A‘tham: al-Futiih, 1/7; al-Isti'ab, 2/240.
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O Turayfah, by Allah, I have not disbelieved and I am indeed
a Muslim! And you are no more entitled to Absi Bakr than me.

Whosoever you are a leader for, indeed I am his leader as well!

But due to his heinous act and his killing of innocent Muslims, al-
Siddiq killed him by burning him with fire, because he was a person
who caused corruption on earth.

Evidence of the role that the Muslims of Sulaym played in fighting the
apostates is found in the incident of Qabisah as well. Al-Kala T'mentions
that Qabisah?, one of the Bani al-Dirban from Bant Khifaf, had come
to Abu Bakr #e4i and mentioned to him that he was a Muslim, and
that his people did not apostatize. So Abii Bakr ordered him to rally
the Muslims of his tribe, from Sulaym, and fight against those who
apostatized from his tribe. Qabisah returned to his people and many
people who adhered to Islam gathered around him. They all went out

and tracked down the apostates to deal with them.

Wathimah mentioned several individuals from the Bant Sulaym who
adhered to Islam, cautioned the apostates, advised them and fought
against them alongside Khalid ibn al-walid, including:

1. Sufyan ibn ‘Amr al-Sulami

He rebuked his people for apostatizing and gave them an eloquent
speech but they swore at him in response and composed poetry about

1 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 185; Mawqif Bani Sulaym by Professor Dr. ‘Abd al-Quddds al-
AnsarT, Banid Sulaym, 1st ed., Beirut, 1391 AH/1971 CE, pg. 130-132.

2 He was killed by Khumaysah ibn al-Hakam al-Sharidi, the apostate, because Qabisah
had killed one of Khumaysah'’s neighbours, who was an apostate, in his absence. See
this story in Hurib al-Riddah by al-KalaT, pg. 185; and al-Isabah, 3/224, Biography: 7065.
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it. When he realized that they were not going to obey him, he moved
to Madinah and settled there.!
2. Al-Dahhak ibn Sufyan al-Sulami

He was the flag bearer of the Banti Sulaym and their leader. When they
followed al-Fuja’ah al-Sulamt he said:

O Banti Sulaym, how evil is what you did.

He admonished them very strongly and they swore at him in response
and plotted against him. He moved away from them but after a short
while they regretted and asked him to stay among them, but he refused
and said:

‘”\}"’ (S:’:fﬁ g’::" u“’:j
There is no friendship between me and you.
He also composed poetry regarding it.

He then returned with the Muslims to fight against them and was
martyred. A verse of his poem is as follows:

Sl ke sle (s b o bl >

Al-Fuja’ah has indeed dragged such shame to Sulaym,

Its disgrace will endure for the rest of time.?

1 Wathimah: Qita“ min Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 9; al-Isabah, 2/113, Biography: 3688.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 9-10; al-Isabah, 2/206, Biography: 4165.
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Those from the Banu Kalb who remained steadfast on Islam

Al-TabarT' narrates that among those who adhered to Islam were
groups from the Bani Kalb, led by ‘Imru’ al-Qays ibn al-Asbagh al-
Kalb1.? Abii Bakr al-Siddiq wrote to him asking him to go to Wadi'ah al-
Kalbi, who had apostatized and was supported by some of Banii Kalb.?
This fact is confirmed by more than one historian, amongst whom are
Ibn Hajar* and Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr.’

Those from the Banu al-Qayn who remained steadfast on Islam

In a narration of al-TabarT it is stated that amongst those who adhered
to Islam in this region, was a group from Banti al-Qayn led by ‘Amr ibn
al-Hakam, the Prophet’s 45.&4{i> governor to Bani al-Qayn.

Al-Siddiq wrote to this ‘Amr to go to the two leaders of the Fitnah of
apostasy in his region, Zumayl and Mu‘awiyah al-Wa'ili, and suppress
their apostasy.” ‘Amr did so and stood against them. Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr®
and Ibn Hajar’ confirm this fact.

1 Tarikh al-Tabart, 3/243.
2 He was the leader of his people, and the Prophet A=<= sent him as a deputy
to Kalb at the same time that he sent his deputies to Quda‘ah. See: al-Isabah, 1/63,
Biography: 249; al-IstT'ab, 1/107.
3 Al-Tabari, 3/243.
4 Al-Isabah, 1/63, Biography: 249.
5 Al-Isttab, 1/107.
6 Al-Tabari, 3/243.1
7 Al-Tabart, 3/243.
8 Al-Istiab, 2/531.
9 Al-Isabah, 2/532, Biography: 8515.
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Those from the Bant Quda‘ah who remained steadfast on Islam

A group of people from Quda‘ah held onto Islam as well.! Muadh
ibn Yazid ibn al-Sa‘iq al-‘Amir from Hawazin, who had a significant
status among his people, also adhered to Islam. When his people were
determined to apostatize, he gathered them and gave them a long
sermon encouraging them to return to Islam, explaining to them the
evil of apostasy, and warning them about the anger of Allah. But when
they did not accept his advice, he moved away with his family and all
those who had obeyed him from his tribe.?

We have previously stated that al-Fuja’ah al-SulamT launched a raid on
every Muslim in the tribes of Sulaym, ‘Amir and Hawazin, which is also
evidence that not all of Hawazin had apostatized.

Those from the Tay’ who remained steadfast on Islam

As for the tribe of Tay’, the incident of their apostasy and Islam deserves
more detail. ‘AdT ibn Hatim al-Ta't did not waiver in his steadfastness
on Islam, which he managed to hold onto for himself. When the news of
the Prophet Zs5.£4(k> passing away reached him, he had a large number
of camels that he had gathered from the people as Zakah. His people

1 Al-TabarT, 3/243.

2 Al-Isabah, 3/497, Biography: 8431.

3 Al-Tabari, 264/3.

4 He is ‘AdT ibn Hatim ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Sa‘d... ibn al-Ghawth ibn Tay’ al-Ta71, and
his nickname is Abt Tarif. His father was proverbially known for his generosity and
assisting people. The Prophet &4z appointed him to oversee the charity of his
tribe. See the story of his conversion to Islam and part of his biography in: Sirah Ibn
Hisham, 2/578; al-Tabaqat, 1/322; Usd al-Ghabah, 3/392-394; Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 45...;
al-Isabah, 2/468; al-Isti'ab, 3/141-143, etc.
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tried to convince him to return the camels to them, using the pretext
of the demise of the Prophet 5.&4{> and the apostasy of some of the
neighbouring tribes like Asad and Ghatfan. But he took a great stance
against them, taking an oath not to do what they were scheming to do,
as they had willingly entered Islam and were not forced. He considered
this move on their part to be a sort of betrayal and breach of trust
that was brought about by the misguidance of Shaytan and ignorance
regarding the religion. He tried to make them understand using all
forms of encouragement, admonition, and explanation of the truth.
Part of which is reproduced below:
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Do not let the treachery of any traitor call you to betrayal. Indeed,
at the death of every prophet, Shaytan has leaders who make
the ignorant people rush1 into Fitnah. It is a turbulent path with
no steadiness or clarity in it. The Prophet of Allah is.&4f- has a
successor who will take over after him, to manage these affairs.
Indeed the religion of Allah has people who will rise and stand
after the demise of the Messenger of Allah iz&iz, just as they

1 The singular of this word is ‘qalis’. Another plural for the word is ‘quls’. It refers to
a young female camel. It is used metaphorically to describe the hastiness in rushing
into turmoil. See: Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Razi: Mukhtar al-
Sihah, vol. 1, Beirut, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabi, 1979, pg. 548, under the entry “qals.”
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stood during his time, even if his' home is in the heavens! If you
do this, then after ‘AdI is killed, battles will be fought for your
wealth and your women, because of your betrayal. What kind of

people will you be then??

When the tribe of Tay’ witnessed ‘AdT’s serious stance, the clear truth
he presented, and his firm faith, they responded to the call of faith and
cursed Shaytan.’ Tay’, with its two branches, al-Ghawth and Jadilah,
became among the most loyal supporters of Khalid ibn al-Walid in the
fight against the apostates of Asad and Ghatfan and those who followed
Tulayhah al-Asadi. Thus, some historians described him as the best
person born in the land of Tay’ and the one who brought the most
blessings to them. He was also one of the commanders who assisted
Khalid ibn al-walid.*

Due to this stance of ‘Adi and his people, reliable historians say that
Tay’ did not apostatize.®

As for modern historians, they have confused the stance of Tay’ at the
beginning of the apostasy and what they settled on at the end, when

1 “Dhii” means “the one” in the dialect of the Tay’ tribe, to which ‘Adi belongs. Their
poet, Sanan ibn al-Fahl al-TaT, says:
Casb 53y i 936 0 ék}%d\;u;w\op

For indeed, the water is the water of my father and grandfather,

And my well, which I dug and concealed.
2 See this incident in Huraib al-Riddah, pg. 49-51.
3 Hurub al-Riddah, pg. 51, 69.
4 See al-Tabari, 3/253-255; Futiih ibn A‘tham, 1/14; al-Kamil, 2/347; Tarikh al-Khamis,
2/202, 205, 206.
5 For example: al-KalaT: Hurub al-Riddah, pg. 42, 70; al-Diyar Bakri: Tartkh al-Khamis,
2/202, 205.
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they were convinced by the arguments of their leader and chief, ‘Ad1
ibn Hatim al-Ta'1.!

Among those who immortalized his stance in his poetry is al-Harith
ibn Malik al-T2’1, who remained steadfast in Islam and paid his charity
to Abii Bakr 2245 with “Ad1. From his poetry on this occasion, he wrote:

And in us is loyalty that none can match,

And we were clothed in glory by ‘Ad1 ibn Hatim.?

Amongst those who referenced ‘Adr’s stance during the Fitnah of
apostasy was al-Zabargan ibn Badr, who will be mentioned later. While
addressing his people and calling them to be steadfast on Islam, he
asked them to take the position Tay’ took, by saying:

S Grall o pll CaS s e b JT o e O Lo (SRl S5
\y;vjrs;uu,guv}vxﬁgmu}asu S 5 ol

I U
And you have received news about the Banti al-Tay’, and how they
responded to him (the Khalifah) by accepting the truth and paid

the Zakah. So, fear Allah within yourselves, and do not shed your
own blood, and do not reject my words, for I am advising you.’

1 And among those who made mistakes with regards to this incident are, for example:
al-Khudri Bek: Itmam al-Wafa’, pg. 21, the reference previously mentioned; Barighish:
Zahirat al-Riddah, pg. 101, the reference previously mentioned; Talas: al-Khulafa’ al-
Rashidin, pg. 20, the reference previously mentioned.

2 Wathimah: Qit" nim Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 5; Ibn Hajar: al-Isabah, 1/370, Biography: 1930.
3 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Waqid: Kitab al-Riddah, narrated by Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn A‘tham al-Kaft (d. 314 AH), edited by Dr. Yahya al-Jibir, Dar al-
Gharb al-Islam, 1st ed., Beirut: 1410 AH/1990, pg. 68.
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Those from Yemen who remained steadfast on Islam

Many people in Yemen remained steadfast on Islam, and they opposed
al-Aswad al-‘Ansi,! who claimed prophethood. They managed to kill him
during the lifetime of the Prophet Jz.&4{i= and also fought against those
who incited Fitnah after the death of the Prophet 7.4, even before
the armies of the Islamic Khilafah, led by al-Muh3jir ibn AbT Umayyah
and Tkrimah ibn Abf Jahl, arrived to those parts of Yemen to help the
Muslims. The Abna showed great courage and intelligence in this
field, they fought with their lives and encouraged other tribes, groups,
and individuals who remained Muslim to support them. Due to their
efforts, a group of Banii ‘Ugayl ibn Rabrah and a group from ‘Akk rose
with them. They eradicated the Fitnah in all its forms, nationalistic and
doctrinal, especially the Fitnah of Qays ibn ‘Abd Yaghtth ibn al-Makshih®

1 His name was ‘Abhalah, and according to some sources ‘Ayhalah, the son of Kab ibn
‘Awf, He is al-‘AnsT (by attribution) because he was from the tribe of ‘Ans, a branch of
Madhhij. He was known as “Dh al-Khimar” because he was always dark and covered
(al-Kamil, 2/336). Some say he was called, “Dhii al-Himar” because he had a donkey
that would prostrate when told “Prostrate to your Lord” and would kneel when told
“Kneel” (Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 213, footnote 1). He claimed prophethood during the
time of the Prophet, and married Azad, the wife of Shahr ibn Badhan, after killing
him (al-Kamil, 2/338; Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 213).

2 A group in Yemen of Persian origin, they embraced Islam at its inception and
steadfastly held onto it during the Fitnah of the al-‘Ansi and those who came after
them. For more about Badhan, see: al-Tabagqat, 1/260.

3 Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi: Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’, 2nd edition,
editing supervised by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at and Husayn al-Asad, Beirut, Mu’assasat al-
Risalah, 1402 AH/1986,3/520.No mention is made of his apostasy; al-Isti‘ab, 3/244-247,
al-Isabah,3/260,Biography:7239;al-Tabagqat,5/525;Usdal-Ghabah,4/222.Hewasaknight
of Madhbhij, he was a delegate to the Prophet A<=, He participated in the killing of
al-Aswad al-‘Ans1 along with the Abna’, as mentioned in the aforementioned sources.
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and ‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Karib,' and they opposed tribalism and nationalism
by means of the spirit of Islam.

This is evidenced by al-Kala™ mentioning that al-Nakha“ and Ju'fa
did not follow al-‘Ansi when he came to Ghamdan in Yemen. The
reason Aswad al-‘Ansi left Najran and travelled to al-Sana’ was his
uncomfortable situation in Najran. When he arrived in al-San‘a’, the
Abna’ did not believe him either, which led to him humiliating and
oppressing them.

A narration mentioned by al-KalaT states that the people of Yemen
remained steadfast on Islam even after they received news of the
death of the Prophet of Allah i=4£4iz, led by Qays, al-Abna’, and the
people of al-San‘a. He mentions that al-Asfar al-‘Akkt, with a group
of his people who remained steadfast on Islam, set out for Najran
intending to fight Banii al-Harith ibn Kab. When al-Asfar came to
them, they returned to Islam without a fight. He stayed in Najran, put
all of its affairs in order, and took control of it. Then Ab Bakr al-Siddiq
#2dks ordered al-Muhajir ibn AbT Umayyah @245 to mobilize anyone he

passed by from Mudar, arm them, and give them from the wealth that
Abt Bakr gave him.® Whoever remained steadfast on Islam in Yemen
from the tribe of Murad and the rest of Madhbhij, the tribe of al-Aswad

1 One of the knights of the Arabs, from the tribe of Madhhij. He converted to Islam
in Madinah when he went there as part of the delegation of his tribe Zubayd. He
apostatized from Islam then returned to it. He migrated to Iraq, and he performed
well in its conquests, especially in the Battle of al-Qadisiyyah, al-Tabagqat, 5/525-526;
Strah Ibn Hisham, 2/583-585; al-Istiab, 2/520; al-Isabah, 3/18-20, Biography: 5970.

2 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 114.

3 Ibid., pg. 216.

4 Al-Asfar al-‘Akki: No biography was found for him.

5 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 219.
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al-‘Anst, gathered around Khalid ibn Sa‘id.! Khalid ibn Sa‘1d took all of
them with him to fight against the apostates from the tribe of Zubayd
and defeated them.?

There are narrations in Tarikh al-Tabari about this; the first of which
mentions that the first to oppose al-‘Anst and fight him was ‘Amir ibn
Shahr al-Hamdan? and Fayriz* and Dadhawayh,® each in his own area,
and others to whom the Prophet Jzs.&dfie wrote.f

1 He is Khalid ibn SaTd ibn al-‘As one of the early converts to Islam and amongst the
emigrants to Abyssinia who returned with Jafar ibn Abi Talib during the conquest
of Khaybar. He performed Jihad and was martyred at the end of the Khilafah of Aba
Bakr #2455 or at the beginning of ‘Umar’s iz Khilafah (Usd al-Ghabah, 2/90-92) The
Prophet Js«ifl= appointed him over the area between Najran and Zabid. See al-
Kamil, 2/336; al-Isabah, 1/406, Biography: 2167.

2 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 220.

3 It is said that his name was al-Bakili and it is also said al-Na‘iz1 (al-Isabah, 2/251,
Biography: 4394). Ibn Hajar says about him, “He was the first to oppose al-Aswad al-
‘AnsT when he claimed prophethood. And ‘Amir ibn Shahr was one of the Prophet’s
Asedfle governors in Yemen, See: Usd al-Ghabah, 3/83-84.

4 He was part of the Abna’, he was sent by Kisra to Yemen with Sayf ibn Dhi Yazan,
they expelled the Abyssinians from Yemen and prevailed over them. When he heard
the news of the Prophet As:&4=, he came to him and converted to Islam. He heard
and narrated Hadith from him as well. He was one of those who participated in the
killing of al-Aswad al-‘AnsT regarding which the Prophet i=<&i{e said, “The pious
man, Fayriiz ibn al-Daylam, killed him.” (al-Bukhart; Musnad Ahmad, 1/263; Musnad
ibn ‘Abbas, no. 2373). He passed away during the Khilafah of ‘Uthman &z, See; al-
Tabagqat, 5/533-534; al-Isabah, 3/210; Usd al-Ghabah, 4/186.

5 He was amongst the Abna’. He was an elderly man who converted to Islam during the
time of the Prophet of Allah 7.4z, and was among those who killed al-‘Ansi. When
Qays ibn Makshth apostatized, he killed his Dadhawayh treacherously. See: al-Tabagat,
5/534 - 535; al-Isabah, 1/478, Biography: 2415; al-Isti‘ab, 1/479; Usd al-Ghabah, 2/129.

6 Al-Tabari, 3/229; see this narration in al-Isti'ab, 3/13 under the biography of ‘Amir
ibn Shahr al-Hamdan.
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The second narration mentions that the followers of al-‘Ansi were
from the common people of Madhhij and not from the high ranking.!

The third narration, in the context of discussing the withdrawal of the
Prophet’s <&l governors from the areas where al-‘AnsT’s fitnah
took root, after the killing of Badhan,? states that Mu‘adh ibn Jabal
24l had settled in al-Sakiin®and that Abt Musa al-Ash‘art had settled

in al-Sakasik?, which indicates that these two tribes remained steadfast
on Islam in Yemen. It also mentions that al-Tahir ibn Abi Halah resided
with the tribe of ‘Akk in Tihamah who were standing in opposition of
the Fitnah of al-‘Ansi. This narration further discusses the stance of
the Muslims towards al-Aswad:
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1 Al-Tabart, 3/229.

2 Badhan ibn Sinan was from the descendants of Bahram Jiir. He was from the Abna’ in
Yemen. When the Prophet Js«&4( sent his letter to Kisra inviting him to Islam, Kisra
tore the letter and sent a message to Badhan, his Yemeni governor, asking who is the
man that we are talking about and instructing to send two strong men to bring him
news of the Prophet of Allah 7z, The Prophet .24 had previously informed
them of Kisra’s death at the hand of his son Shayrawayh. When they returned to
Yemen, they told Badhan, and he and the Abna’ of Yemen converted to Islam. The
Prophet #s:£4{> appointed him over Yemen. Find his story in al-Tabagat, 1/260; Ibn
Hisham, 1/69. Regarding his lineage see Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Ayyiib, known
as Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah: Zad al-Ma'dd Fi Hady Khayr al-‘Tbad, 13th edition, edited
by Shu‘ayb and ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Arna’iit, Beirut, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1406 AH/1986,
1/125.

3 An Arab tribe in the south of the Arabian Peninsula. Al-Tabagat, 7/424.

4 An Arab tribe in the south of the Arabian Peninsula. The Prophet established a
brotherhood between them and al-Sakiin. Al-Tabagqat, 7/424.
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The Muslims interacted with him by means of dissimulation,’
while the apostates responded by disbelieving and leaving
Islam... Muadh married a woman by the name of Ramlah? from
the Banti Bakrah, a family from al-Sakiin. So, they were kind due

to their relationship with us.?

Meaning they were kind to the Muslims, including the narrator of this

narration.

The fourth narration, on the authority of Jushnas ibn al-Daylami states
that Wabar ibn Yuhannas* came to them with a letter from the Prophet
Asadedfle® ordering them to uphold the religion of Islam and rise in war
against al-Aswad, either through deception or direct confrontation.
He also asked them to send a message of help and faith, on his behalf,
to all those present, so they did as commanded. As a result, many
people gathered to support them. They succeeded in winning Qays
ibn ‘Abd Yaghitith over to their side when they noticed the change
in al-Aswad’s behaviour towards him. The Muslims heard the news
of people opposing al-‘Ansi, including: ‘Amir ibn Shahr, Dhai Zawad

1 For this detail, see al-Bidayah wa al-Nihdyah, 6/47. The personalities mentioned in
this narration are the governors of the Messenger is:£4{= in Yemen. See al-Tabari,
3/230.

2 Also see this story in al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/347; al-Kamil, 2/338, and these are
narrations confirming al-TabarT’s narration.

3 Al-Tabart, 3/230.

4 He was part of the Abna’ in Yemen. He came to the Prophet ds:&4 and accepted
Islam. When he returned to Yemen, many people accepted Islam at his hands such as
Fayriiz al-Daylami, Markabtdh, the father of ‘Ata’—the first to collect the Qur’an in
al-Sana—and Badhan. This happened in the tenth year after Hijrah. See: al-Tabagat,
5/533; al-Isabah, 3/630, biography: 9104; Usd al-Ghabah, 5/99.

5 For more information on this book see al-Bidayah wa al-Nihdyah, 347
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Sa‘id ibn al-‘Aqib!, Dhii Murran ‘Umayr ibn Aflah? and Dha Zulaym
Hawshab’. So, they wrote to the Muslims of Yemen and offered them
support. The narration says that the Prophet iz«zag had written to the
people of Najran, both Arabs and non-Arabs, so they remained firm on
Islam and retreated and gathered in one place, which greatly annoyed
al-‘Ansi, because he sensed his own destruction. The Muslims were in
correspondence with the people of Hamdan and Himyar.*

This narration states that Azad®, the wife of Shahr ibn Badhan, was
among those who hid their Islam. Al-Aswad killed her husband
Shahr, and thereafter married her. She cooperated with Qays ibn ‘Abd
Yaghiith and the Abna, including Jushnas, Fayriiz, Dadhawayh and
their supporters to kill al-Aswad. She played a significant role in his
downfall due to her sincere Islam and the Islam of most of the people

of Yemen.®

1 Al-Agra‘ibn ‘Abd Allah al-HimyarT was amongst those who the Messenger of Allah
Jsedfle sent to them. See his biography in al-Isabah, 1/59, under the biography of
al-Agra“ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Himyarf.

2 Tbn ‘Abd al-Barr said about him, “He is ‘Umayr Dhii Marwan al-Qil ibn Aflah ibn
Sharahil ibn Rabi‘ah, he is N&'it ibn Marthad al-Hamdan; the Prophet of Allah Az
wrote to him and he accepted Islam”. (al-Isti‘ab, 2/493) Also see al-Isabah, 3/121. In
some sources his name is mentioned as Dhii Murran, see Usd al-Ghabah, 3/145, 4/147.
3 He is Hawshab ibn Tikhlyyah al-HimyarT also known as, al-Alhani Dhi Zulaym, he
became a Muslim during the time of the Messenger #s:&4=. He was amongst those
who the Prophet &4 wrote to with regard to dealing with al-Ansi. He was the
leader of his people. He was killed in Siffin as part of the army of Mu‘awiyah ez,
See: al-IstTab, 1/394; Usd al-Ghabah, 2/70-71, 2/139, 2/142.

4 Al-Tabari, 3/231-234.

5 Read about her and her role in the killing of al-AnsT in sources like: al-Tabarf, 3/232
and what follows.

6 Al-Tabart, 3/239.
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The narrations mentioned by Ibn al-Athir, in al-Kamil, confirms what
was narrated by al-KalaTand al-TabarT. Including mentioning that those
who adhered to Islam from Madhhij had joined Farwah ibn Musayk!
when Qays ibn ‘Abd Yaghitith ibn Makshth fought against them.?

Farwah ibn Musayk and those who stood firm with him on Islam
separated from al-‘Anst and those who followed him from the general
masses of Madhhij and that is what caused Qays ibn ‘Abd Yaghuth to go
against al-Aswad.’ Ibn Musayk was among those who joined al-Muhajir
ibn Abi Umayyah when he came to Yemen to assist the Abna’.*

Among those who remained steadfast on Islam in Yemen and supported
the Abna’, and defeated Qays ibn ‘Abd Yaghiith were the Bani ‘Uqayl
ibn RabTah ibn ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah, led by Mu‘awiyah al-‘Ugayl?, and a
group from ‘Akk, led by Masriiq al-'Akki.® The people of Najran sent a

1 He is Farwah ibn Musayk ibn al-Harith ibn Salamah ibn al-Harith ibn Zayd ibn Malik
al-Muradi al-Ghutayfi, AbQl ‘Umar. See his lineage in al-Isabah, 3/205, biography: 6981.
He presented himself to the Messenger of Allah 4s:£4(z, leaving the kings of Kindah
and became a Muslim. The Messenger is«&idfl> gave him command over Murad,
Zubayd, and all of Madhhij. The Prophet Js:£4{= sent Khalid ibn Sa‘Td ibn al-‘As with
him to collect the Zakah; so he remained with him in his land until the Messenger
of Allah Az passed away. See Sirah Ibn Hisham, 2/581 - 583; al-Tabagat, 1/327; al-
Tabari, 3/326 - 327; Usd al-Ghabah, 4/180.

2 Al-Kamil, 2/337.

3 Al-Tabart, 3/327.

4 Al-Tabart, 3/329.

5 Al-Tabart, 3/325; al-Kamil, 2/376-377; al-Isabah, 3/497, biography: 8436 and
biography: 8084 (Mu‘awiyah al-Thaqafi). He was amongst those who assisted in
saving the sons of Fayriz al-Daylami from Qays.

6 Al-Tabari, 3/326; al-Kamil, 2/375-376; al-Isabah, 3/408, biography: 7934. Al-Tahir ibn
AbT Halah together with this Masriiq were able to quell the apostasy of some of the
‘AkkiyyTn and the Ash‘arlyyin in Tihamah. See: al-Tabari, 3/320.
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delegation to Abii Bakr 2l renewing their covenant and pledging
their allegiance to the Khllafah.1

As for Bajilah, Abl Bakr iz sent Jarir ibn ‘Abd Allah? #28is back to
them and ordered him to mobilize those who remained steadfast on
Islam from his tribe to fight against those who apostatized from Islam.
He ordered him to go to Khath‘am and fight those who had apostatized
in that region. Jarir #dis went out and did what al-Siddiq &z had
commanded him. No one stood in support of him except a small group.
He then killed the rest and pursued them.?

Ibn Dhi al-Mish‘ar al-Hamdant* and Masriiq ibn Dhi al-Harith al-
Hamdani, later known as al-Arhab® were from amongst those who
remained on Islam in Yemen.

It is mentioned in al-Isabah® that when Ibn Dhi al-Mish‘ar al-Hamdani,
who was the king of his region, heard about the concern of his people’s
apostasy, he stood among them, encouraging them to remain firm on
Islam. Masriiq ibn Dhi al-Harith al-Arhabi volunteered to be his envoy
to al-Siddiq #edis. Tbn Dhi al-Mish‘ar agreed to this. So, Masriiq came
to al-Siddiq and informed him of the Islam of his people and their
steadfastness.

1 Al-Kamil, 2/375.
2 Al-Bajali, his Kunyah was Abl ‘Amr. He accepted Islam in 10 AH.
3 Al-Kamil: 2/375.
4 He is Malik ibn Namat ibn Qays ibn Malik ibn Sa‘'d ibn Malik al-Hamdani, then al-
Arhabi. His Kunyah is Abi Thawr, and some say it is Dhi al-Mish‘ar. He came to the
Messenger <&l as part of the Hamdan delegation. See: al-Isabah, 3/356-357; Strah
Ibn Hisham, 2/598.
5 Read about him in al-Isabah, 3/493, biography: 8409.
6 Al-Isabah, 3/493, biography: 8409.
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‘Amr ibn al-Fuhayl al-Zubaydi,' who was the leader of his people,
remained firm on Islam in Yemen. He and ‘Amr ibn al-Hajjaj?, one of
the leaders of Zubayd, stood against ‘Amr ibn Ma‘d1 Karib. An excerpt
of the speech of Ibn al-Fuhayl to his people is reproduced below:
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O people of Zubayd, if you accepted this religion eagerly and
willingly, then gather around it. If you accepted it due to fear of
its adherents, then take refuge in it and do not expose to people
your secrets that only Allah knows, lest they be victorious over
you. My advice to you is nothing more than my advice to myself,

disobey ‘Amr ibn Ma'di Karib and obey ‘Amr ibn al-Hajjaj.}

Among those mentioned by Wathimah as having remained firm on
Islam in Yemen and resisted Aswad al-‘Anst and his group until they
killed him and scattered his followers are:

1. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Dhi al-Ajurrah al-Thumali

He was part of the group that the Messenger of Allah Asiie
commanded to kill al-Aswad al-‘AnsT, so they rose to do so. Regarding
this he said:

1 See his biography in al-Isabah, 3/10-11, biography: 5929; Usd al-Ghabah, 4/97.
2 Al-Isabah, 2/531; Usd al-Ghabah, 4/97.
3 Al-Isabah, 3/10-11, biography: 5929.
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By my life, and I do not take my life lightly,

Indeed, the tribe of ‘Ans were concerned regarding the killing
of al-Aswad,

And the Messenger of Allah said, “Proceed to kill him,”
On the best promise and best fortune.
So, we marched to him on the backs of black horses,

By the best command from the instructions of Muhammad.!

2. Yazid ibn Dhi al-Ajurrah al-Yamani

He was among those who took up the challenge to kill al-Aswad al-

‘Ansi by the order of the Prophet iz&ifie. After al-Aswad’s death, he
said:
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By your life, we were a group of servants on that day,
People from Yemen, who were not dishonourable.
In the morning, we struck ‘Unays with a blow,

Through it, al-Makshiih exposed the head of the bold man.?

1 Wathimah: Qita“ min Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 28-29; al-Isabah, 2/397, biography: 5116. He
has the word “al-Akhirah” in his narration.

2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 29; al-Isabah, 3/674, Biography: 9399.
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3. ‘Abd Allah ibn Salamah al-Hamdani

He was part of the delegation of Hamdan to Madinah when they
received the news of the demise of the Prophet is.&dfl=. He recited
the following lines in front of Abx Bakr zedis:
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Indeed, the loss of the Prophet today has grieved us, may our

hearing and sight be sacrificed for him.

The Quraysh and the Ansar are not the only ones struck by what
happened this morning.

Peace be upon him as long as the winds blow and darkness and

light spread their wings.

He also expressed his condolences to Abl Bakr 24k when entering

with his people’s delegation, saying:
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O Quraysh, you did not suffer the loss of the Prophet iz more
than the rest of the Arabs, because he did not belong to anyone
more than anyone else. However, we acknowledge the virtue of

the Muh3jirin due to their migration and the distinction due to

the Ansar owing to their support.!

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 29-30; al-Isabah, 3/91, biography: 6327.
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4. ‘Abd Allah ibn Malik al-Arhabi

He was amongst the Sahabah who made Hijrah and attained great
virtue in Islam. The tribe of Hamdan came to him when they intended
to apostatise, so he stood among them and said:
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O people of Hamdan, you did not worship Muhammad, but you
worshipped the Lord of Muhammad, who is the Ever Living and
never dies. However, you obeyed the Messenger in obedience to
Allah, and you should know that he rescued you from the Fire.

Remember, Allah will not unite his followers on misguidance.

A long sermon of his is also reported, in which he says:
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I take an oath by my life, even though the Prophet Muhammad
has passed away,

The Lord of Muhammad will never die, O tribe of Qayl.
Muhammad’s Lord called him so he responded,

O my best refuge and O best saviour.!
5. Ahwad ibn Tyad al-Azdi

He was the first to announce the death of the Prophet .= to his

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 31; al-Isabah, 2/365, biography: 4935.
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people, they accused him of lying and drove him away from them. He
was a devoted worshipper, so he said:
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O Allah, I only announced to them Your Messenger’s death
so they would not fall into trial after him, and so they might

comfort me in my grief over his death.

When the news of the Prophet’s izl death became widespread,
they called him back to live amongst them. In this regard, Ibn Dh1
Asbah says:
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Ahwad’s heart was grieved,
When he announced Muhammad’s death to me.
I wish I had not seen,

Azd’s brother, Ahwad.!

6. Zur‘ah ibn Abi ‘Ugbah al-Himyar1

He is the one who brought the letter from the people of Himyar to Abt
Bakr #24i5 when they received news of the Prophet’s As.ediie death, in

which they mentioned their steadfastness on their religion.?

1 Wathimabh: Ibid., pg. 32; al-Isabah, 1/79, biography: 311.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 33; al-Isabah, 1/578, biography: 2974.
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7. ‘Abd al-Harith ibn Anas al-Harithi

When the people of Najran heard of the Prophet’s 4s«£4ii> death, some
of them were thinking of turning away from Islam. He was a leader of
his people so he stood among them and said:
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O people of Najran, whoever advises you to hold firm to this
religion has given you good advice. Whoever encourages you
to apostatize has deceived you. Verily, the Prophet of Allah was
among you in person, but his time has come to pass. Yet, the Book
he brought remains and its commandments and prohibitions

are valid until the Day of Judgment.
He also recited some verses:
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We are, by the grace of Allah, the crown of Madhhij.
We are the sons of al-Harith, the best of those who live in cities.

And we firm on the religion of the Prophet, we consider,

Everything he forbade us from as Haram, and everything he

commanded us to do as imperative.

In this incident it is mentioned that the people of Najran responded to
his request and said to him:
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You and your people from Bana al-Harith have been the best of

delegations.!

8. Umayr ibn al-Husayn al-Najrani

He also stood up among the people of Najran, admonishing them,
when some of them rushed to apostasy after the demise of the Prophet
A deiifle, A portion of what he said was:
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Surely, you are more in need of clinging to this religion instead
of abandoning it. For in denial, there is doubt after certainty.

Your religion today is the same as it was yesterday, so remain on
it until you depart with it to the pleasure of Allah and His light.

He then recited the following lines:
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People of Najran, hold onto the guidance of Allah,
And be like one hand against the disbelievers.
Do not go to doubt after having being certain,

And do not go from acceptance to denial.

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 334; al-Isabah, 2/387 - 388, biography: 5066.
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Stay steadfast on the path,

And be like the Ansar were.!

Those from the Banu Tamim who remained steadfast on Islam

Not all the tribes, all the individuals, or all the leaders of Banti Tamim
apostatized from Islam, as some recent historians have tried to
depict. The truth is that due to the strength and stability of the Islam
of some families, individuals, and leaders of Bania Tamim; Malik ibn
Nuwayrah? was able to convince Sajah al-Tamimiyah?® to fight against
them before fighting against Abx Bakr al-Siddiq. When she faced the
Muslims of Tamim in battle, she suffered a crushing defeat at their
hands. Thereafter, she held back from going to Madinah and headed to
Yamamah, where the agreement with Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab was
made to wage war against Islam.

Historical narratives have collaborated to confirm this fact that we
have mentioned. An example is what has been related in the first
narration; when Malik ibn Nuwayrah learned of the news of the death

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 34-35; al-Isabah, 3/120-121, biography: 6527.

2 The Messenger #s:&i{= made him responsible for collecting charity from his
people, the Banii Yarbi' who are part of the Bani Tamim. He held back his people’s
charities when he heard of the Messenger’s #s.£4ifle death, and this was one of the
reasons that he was killed by Khalid ibn al-Walid. See: Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 43 and 93
and thereafter; al-Isabah, 3/357, biography: 7696.

3 She is Sajah bint al-Harith ibn Suwayd ibn ‘Uqfan, originally from Tamim. She
and her family from her father ‘Ugfan converted to Christianity in the area of Bana
Taghlib in al-Jazirah. She claimed prophethood among them after the death of the
Prophet 45:£4(=, so al-Hudhayl ibn Tmran and Taghlib responded to her, and they
abandoned Christianity. They then advanced to attack Madinah in their numbers.
See her story in al-Tabari, 3/269-272; Ibn A'tham: al-Futiih, pg. 25; al-Kamil, 2/353-357;
al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/360-361; Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 107-109.
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of the Prophet <+&4{i=, he returned to the people all of the Sadaqah
that he had collected from them.' Ibn Qa‘nab, the leader of Bantu
Yarbt'—a branch of Bani Tamim—confronted them, saying:
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O Banii Tamim, how terrible it is what you think, that you take
back your alms but He will not retract His favours upon you, that
you throw yourselves into calamity while Allah has enveloped
you with wellbeing!? And that you fear disbelief and reside in
the safety of Islam! You have given a little of much, and Allah is
the one who gives much for a little... So, obey Allah and disobey
Mmalik.?

The narrative says that Malik spoke afterward, following Ibn Qa‘nab’s4
words. The Banii Hanzalah—his closest relatives—agreed with him and
assigned him their affairs.

The second narration suggests that when the Prophet A&l passed
away, his governors over the Banii Tamim were: al-Zibrigan ibn Badr?,

1 See this event in al-Futith by Ibn A'tham, 1/21.
2 The act of advancing towards something, from the root H-R-D.
3 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 94.
4 Ibid.
5 One of Banti Sa'd. He came to the Messenger of Allah 45.£4 in the deputation of
Tamim, and they became Muslims. The Messenger 4s«£4{= entrusted him with the
charities of his people and Abii Bakr 24 allowed him to continue in this position.
He lived until the Khilafah of Mu‘awiyah #2455, See his biography in: al-Isabah, 1/543-
544, biography 2782; al-Tabagqat, 1/294 and 2/161; Usd al-Ghabah, 2/194.
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who was in charge of al-Rabab and ‘Awf and the Abna, Qays ibn
‘Asim? over Maqa'is and the tribes, Safwan ibn Safwan® and Saburah
ibn ‘Amr* over the Bant ‘Amr, one in charge of Bahda and the other
over Khaddam—two tribes from Banii Tamim, and Waki' ibn Malik® and
Malik ibn Nuwayrah were appointed over Banii Hanzalah, one over
Bant Malik and the other over Bant Yarbu'.

When they received the news of the death of the Prophet sz,
Safwan came forward with the charity of his people, the Bani ‘Amr,
which he was assigned to, as well as that which was assigned to
Saburah. Saburah stayed with his people on account of any incident

1 The term “Al-Abna”” when talking about Yemen refers to a group of Persian origin,
see pg. 45, footnote 2. However, in this text, it may refer to tribes from Tamim, for
this see: Mujjam Qaba’il al-‘Arab al-Qadimah wa al-Hadithah by ‘Umar Rida Kahhalah,
Part 1 under the letter ‘Alif’, 1/3-4, published in 1368 AH.

2 He is Qays ibn ‘Asim ibn Sinan ibn Maqa'‘is and his name is al-Harith ibn ‘Amr ibn
Ka'b ibn Tamim al-Tamimi al-Minqari, the chief of Ahl al-Wabar. He came to the
Messenger il with the delegation of Tamim and converted to Islam along
with Qays ibn ‘Asim ibn al-Harith al-Numayri (we mentioned this to differentiate
between the two). See: al-Isabah, 3/252-254, biography: 7194 and the biography of
al-NumayrT under 7193; al-Tabaqat, 1/294-295; al-Isti'ab, 3/232-234; Usd al-Ghabah,
4/219-220.

3 See this in: al-Isabah, 2/188, biography: 4076; Usd al-Ghabah, 3/23.

4 He came to the Messenger of Allah #5:£4{= in the delegation of Tamim. Khalid ibn
al-Walid appointed him as a commander when he went to Iraq and he was with al-
Muthanna ibn Harithah al-Shaybani as one of his commanders in the wars of Iraq.
See: al-Isabah, 2/13, biography: 3083; al-Isti‘ab, 2/76-77; Usd al-Ghabah, 2/259.

5 The Messenger ds:&4{e appointed him and Malik ibn Nuwayrah to be in charge
of the charities of Banl Hanzalah and Bani Yarbd'. He initially followed Sajah,
then separated from her and gave his people’s charities to Khalid ibn al-Walid and
apologized to him, and he was a good Muslim. See: al-Isabah, 3/639, biography: 9141.
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that might be a means on corrupting his people. Al-Zibrigan ibn Badr!
also came to Madiabh.

The content of this narration indicates that those from the Banti Tamim
who adhered to Islam were more than those who were hesitant and
apostatized. Those who refused to pay Zakah were: Bant Hanzalah, al-
Maqa'is, and three tribes led by Malik ibn Nuwayrah, Waki', and Qays.
‘Awf and the Abna’ confronted the tribes, al-Rabab took on Maqa'is,
Khaddam dealt with Malik, while Bahda confronted Yarba'.

The third narration reflects the role of al-Rabab, specifically, in standing
up against the apostates, and thus Sajah and her group considered
them to be worthy opponents to fight against.

The fourth narration indicates to Malik ibn Nuwayrah advising Sajah
to fight the tribes of Tamim who did not apostatize, before she went
to Madinah to fight the Khalifah Abti Bakr 2z, It also indicates that
‘Utarid ibn Hajib* and the leaders of Banti Malik and Hanzalah all fled
to al-‘Anbar, and that they disliked what Malik ibn Nuwayrah had done.

The same narration also makes reference to the great confrontation
that took place between al-Rabab and Sajah that eventually ended in a
peace agreement, when Sajah failed to gain control over the Muslims

1 Al-Tabart, 3/267-268, see the story of the delegation of Bani Tamim to the Prophet
A& in the Sirat of Tbn Hisham, 2/560-567, and the story of Qays ibn ‘Asim
specifically in al-Isabah, 3/252-254, biography: 7194.

2 See: al-TabarT, 3/268.

3 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/360-361; and also, al-TabarT, 3/269.

4 The poet of the delegation of Tamim to the Messenger of Allah A&z, See his
lineage and biography in Sirat ibn Hisham, 2/560-562; al-Tabaqat, 1/294, 2/161, 3/254;
Usd al-Ghabah, 3/411.
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of Tamim. This narration also speaks about Qays ibn ‘Asim’s regret
for following the apostates and that he sent his people’s charity to
Madinah.! Among those captured in this war was Waki'". The odds were
against Sajah and her group.?

The fifth narration, which complements the fourth, indicates that
Bani ‘Amr, led by Aws ibn Khuzaymah al-Hujaym1,® attacked Sajah.
They managed to capture al-Hudhayl and ‘Aqqah, the leaders of Sajah’s
army, and prevented her from crossing into their land.* The man who
captured al-Hudhayl was from the Bani Mazin, then one of the Banii
Wabr named Nashirah, and the one who captured ‘Aqqah was ‘Abdah
al-Hujaym?.

From this, it is clear that Bant ‘Amr took a noble stance against the
false prophet, Sajah.°

The sixth narration from Ibn al-Athir confirms that groups from Bana
Tamim remained steadfast on Islam and stood against the apostates
and doubters. Due to the firmness of the Muslims of Tamim against
Sajah in particular, she was unable to cross their land to get to Madinah,
so that is why she went to al-Yamamah.’

1 Al-Kamil, 2/354, 300; also see in al-Tabari, 3/269. He states that those who fled to
him were ‘Utarid and leader of Bant Malik, namely Saburah ibn ‘Amr, and that people
like them from Banii Yarbi' stayed with al-Husayn ibn Niyar from Banii Mazin.
2 See al-Tabart, 3/270; al-Kamil, 2/354-355.
3 Aws ibn Khuzaymah al-Hujaym: no biographical data found.
4 Al-Kamil, 2/355 (his wording); al-Tabari, 3/271.
5 Al-Tabart, 3/271.
6 Al-Tabart, 3/271.
7 Al-Kamil, 2/354.
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As al-TabarT! narrates:
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...Nothing reprehensible remained in the lands of Banti Hanzalah
except for Malik ibn Nuwayrah and those who allied with him
in al-Butah, as he was in a state of confusion and distress; this
was because Waki and Sama‘ah’ recognized the ugliness of
what they had done, so they made a good return and did not act
arrogantly. They took out the Sadagah that was due from them
and met Khalid with them.’?

Even before all that, the Messenger &4k sought the assistance of
Ziyad ibn Hanzalah4 al-Tamimi and sent him to Qays ibn ‘Asim and
al-Zibrigan ibn Badr to be of help to each other against Musaylimah,
Tulayhah, and al-Aswad al-‘Anst.’

1 Al-Tabart, 3/271-272.

2 Sama‘ah: no biographical data found.

3 Al-Tabart, 2/76; al-Kamil, 2/357.

4 See Usd al-Ghabah, 2/213; al-Isti‘ab, 1/567; al-Isabah, 1/557, biography: 2752,
5 The same two sources and locations (al-Isti'ab and al-Isabah).
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Those from al-Yamamah who remained steadfast on Islam

The news of the apostasy of Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab! in al-Yamamah
has overshadowed other reports of the steadfastness of groups of
truthful Muslims in al-Yamamah in general and from the tribe of
Banl Hanifah—the tribe of Musaylimah—in particular. In fact, as we
mentioned at the beginning of this book, many contemporary authors
have overlooked mentioning the Muslims who held on to their Islam
during the Fitnah of Musaylimah, stood up against him, and supported
the armies of the Khilafah to put an end to his Fitnah.

We have credible narrations that shed light on this fact that has
been overlooked by many. Ibn Atham? mentions that among those
who remained steadfast on Islam in al-Yamamah was Thumamah
ibn Uthal,> who was one of the well-known men of Bant Hanifah.

1 This refers to Musaylimah ibn Habib; he came with the delegation of Bant Hanifah
to Prophet Muhammad #5524z, and the delegation left him behind to look after their
caravan during their stay in Madinah, but the Prophet is<&4fi> ordered that he be
given gifts similar to what his companions received. He claimed prophethood during
the life of the Prophet 1s:&4{k, and al-Rajjal ibn ‘Unfuwah bore witness to that. He was
also a member of the delegation, and among those the Prophet is«&4f sent as a jurist
to Banii Hanifah, so the people were misled by this. See al-Tabaqat, 1/316-317; Futiih ibn
A'tham, pg. 24 onwards; Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 104 onwards; al-Tabari, 3/272 onwards; al-
Kamil, 2/360 onward; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/360 onwards; Sirah Ibn Hisham, 2/600.
2 Futtih Ibn A'tham, 1/28-29.

3 This refers to Ibn al-Nu‘man ibn Salamah ibn ‘Utaybah ibn Tha'labah ibn Yarba'.
He wanted to kill Prophet Muhammad is<&ie during his Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic
period). When the Prophet ds«&ifle captured him, he sought pardon. The Prophet
Jsdfie pardoned him, and he converted to Islam and adhered to it faithfully. He
caused economic difficulty to Quraysh as he did not allow a single grain to reach
them from al-Yamamah. When Musaylimah apostatized and was followed by many
people of al-Yamamah, Thumamah stood against him. continued. ...
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Therefore, people gathered around him when they learned about
Khalid’s &z march towards them, as he was one of their seniors,
intelligent, understanding, had a good sense of judgment, and he was
against Musaylimah in his apostasy. One of the things he said to those
who followed Musaylimah:
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Alas, O Banii Hanifah, listen to my words, you will be guided,
and obey my order, you will be rightly guided, and know
that Muhammad was a prophet sent, there is no doubt in his
prophethood, while Musaylimah is a lying man. Do not be
deceived by his speech and his lies, for you have heard the Qur’an

that Muhammad #s.&4i= came with from his Lord when it says:
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Ha, Meem. The revelation of the Book [i.e., the Qur'an] is from Allah,
the Exalted in Might, the Knowing, the forgiver of sin, acceptor of

repentance, severe in punishment, owner of abundance. There is no

deity except Him; to Him is the destination.

continued from page 63

See his story and a part of his biography in al-Tabagat, 5/550; Huriib al-Riddah, pg. 117;
al-Isabah, 1/203, biography: 961; al-Isti‘ab, 1/203-205; Usd al-Ghabah, 1/246-248.

1 Surat al-Ghafir: 1-3
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How is this comparable to anything that comes from Musaylimah
al-Kadhdhab? So, look into your affairs and do not let this get
away from you. Indeed, I am going out to Khalid ibn al-walid
tonight, seeking security for myself, my money, my family, and

my children...

Those from among his tribe who were guided replied saying:
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We are with you, O Abl ‘Amir, so understand that.

Then Thumamah ibn Uthal set out in the dead of night with a group
from Bani Hanifah until he caught up with Khalid ibn al-walid and
sought security from him, and he granted him and his companions
security.

A narration of al-KalaT confirms what Ibn A‘tham mentioned.
It mentions him telling his people that there is no prophet with
Muhammad nor after him. This narration also mentions a part of
Musaylimah’s Qur’an to prove its absurdity,? as well as poetry attributed
to Thumamah, including:
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1 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 116; and look for a part of this narration in al-Tabagat, 5/550-551.

2 Ibid., pg. 117, where the story of his conversion to Islam is mentioned.
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Musaylimah, turn back and do not be quarrelsome,

For you did not share in the matter (of prophethood).

You lied about Allah in His revelation,

your desire was the desire of an idiot.!

The good fortune of your people lies in them preventing you,
And if Khalid comes to them, they will leave you.

For you have no means of ascent to heaven,

Nor do you have a path on earth.

A narration in Tarikh al-Tabar? mentions that reinforcements were
coming to Thumamah ibn Uthal from Banti Tamim, and when their
factions reconciled among themselves, it caused harm to him, until
‘Tkrimah came to him and revitalized him, because ‘Tkrimah had come
to al-Yamamah before Khalid ibn al-Walid.> This same narration appears
in al-Kamil,* with a minor difference that doesn’t change the meaning,.

A narration in al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah® confirms Thumamah’s role in
the war against Musaylimah and the assistance that Tkrimah ibn Abt
Jahl®afforded to him in this matter.

1 Al-Anwak: Refers to a fool or an idiot.

2 Al-Tabart, 3/269.

3 This is about the internal conflicts among the tribe of Tamim during the Fitnah of
Sajah, and their subsequent reconciliation. Refer to the same source and place.

4 Ibn al-Athir, 2/354.

5 Ibn Kathir, 6/361.

6 He was one of the leaders of the eleven armies sent by Abl Bakr 8l to fight
against the apostates. See this in sources such as al-Tabagat, 7/101, 396, 404.
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The accounts by al-Tabart' and Ibn al-Athir? state that one of the
reasons Musaylimah courted Sajah and made peace with her was his
fear of Thumamah or Shurahbil ibn Hasanah, one of the leaders of the
troops fighting the apostates, defeating him and taking control over
the tribe of Hajr or the tribes around them.

A narration, agreed upon by al-Tabari? al-Kala7,* Ibn al-Athir,’ Ibn
Kathir,®Ibn A‘tham al-Kaft,” and Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr?, states that Thumamah
ibn Uthal joined al-‘Ala” ibn al-Hadrami, to whom Abu Bakr iedis;
had given the flag of fighting the apostates in Bahrain. He brought
with him the Muslims of Banii Hanifah from Bani Suhaym, and the
villagers from the rest of Banti Hanifah, with the intention of fighting
the apostates. The narration mentions that Thumamah was among
those who were exemplary in the fight against the apostates with al-
‘Ala’ ibn al-Hadrami. That is why al-‘Ala’ ibn al-Hadrami honoured him
and gifted him clothes including a piece of cloth that had patterns on
that that belonged to al-Hutam ibn Dubay‘ah’, and it was a cloth that
al-Hutam used to take pride in. The Bant Qays ibn Tha‘labah killed
Thumamah when they saw this piece of cloth with him.*

1 Al-Tabart, 3/272.

2 Al-Kamil, 2/355.

3 Al-Tabarf, 6/304-305.

4 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 197-198.

5 Al-Kamil, 2/369.

6 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/370.

7 Al-Futah, pg. 48.

8 Al-Isti'ab, 1/206.

9 One of the leaders of the apostates in Bahrain, he was the brother of Qays ibn
Tha'labah. His followers included people from the Bant Bakr ibn Wa'il and others.
See: al-Tabari, 3/304.

10 Refer to this report in al-Tabart, 3/312; al-Kamil, 2/370.
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Among those who remained steadfast on Islam in al-Yamamah were
also Majja‘ah ibn Murarah'and Sariyah ibn ‘Amir.? Majja‘ah was among
the nobles of Bani Hanifah.> The evidence for this is their admission
before Khalid @24z about their true stance towards Musaylimah and
his claims, and Majja‘ah’s subsequent confession before Abh Bakr
24l when he was brought to him,* and he disassociated himself from

Musaylimah in front of al-Siddiq &e&i.°

Among those who remained steadfast on Islam in al-Yamamah was
Ma‘mar ibn Kilab al-Rumani.® He admonished Musaylimah and his
followers from Bant Hanifah and prohibited them from apostasy. He
was a neighbour to Thumamah ibn Uthal, and he witnessed the Battle
of al-Yamamah with Khalid ibn al-Walid zz&is.”

Among the leaders of al-Yamamah who were secretly Muslims were
Ibn ‘Amr al-Yashkuri,® who was one of the friends of al-Rajjal ibn

1 Ibn Salma ibn Zayd... ibn Tha‘labah ibn Yarbd'... He was among the delegation of
Banii Hanifah to the Prophet is:£4iz, and he converted to Islam. See his lineage and
his story during the Fitnah of Musaylimah in al-Tabagat, 5/549-550; al-Isti'ab, 3/58;
al-Isabah, 3/362-363, biography: 7722; Usd al-Ghabah, 4/300-301.
2 Refer to Ibn Sa‘'d (al-Tabagat, 5/549): Sariyah ibn ‘Amr.
3 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 29-31, and pg. 120.
4 1bid., pg. 172.
5 Ibid., pg. 172.
6 The name was corrected by Dr. Wilhelm Hoenerbach (al-Zamani). See: Qit  min Kitab
al-Riddah by Wathimah, taken from Ibn Hajar’s book, al-Isabah, pg. 18.
7 Al-Isabah, 3/499, biography: 8450.
8 According to Ibn Hajar, the one who said the mentioned poetry is ‘Umayr ibn Dabi
al-Yashkurf. See: al-Isabah, 3/121, biography: 6531.
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‘Unfuwah, and he composed poetry which spread in al-Yamamah, and
people recited it, a part of this poem is reproduced below:
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Surely my religion is the religion of the Prophet,

And in the tribe are men who are on guidance like me.
Muhakkam ibn Tufayl? destroyed the people,

And men who are not men in our opinion.

If my death is upon the natural path of Allah,

Upright, then I do not care.

When Musaylimah and Muhakkam, and the nobles of the people of
al-Yamamah heard this, they sought him, but he managed to escape
them, and joined Khalid ibn al-Walid #2&is, and informed him about
the situation of the people of al-Yamamah, and pointed out their flaws.?

‘Umar ibn $abi al-YashkurT was among the companions of Khalid &z,

and he was one of the leaders of al-Yamamah. Khalid 246 sent him to
his people to dissuade them from Musaylimah, as they did not know
about his conversion to Islam. He was a hardworking leader and knight,

1 See his story with Musaylimah in al-Tabari, 3/282 onwards. He was a greater Fitnah
to Ban{ Hanifah than Musaylimah. See: al-Kamil, 2/361; al-KalaT, pg. 103, 104. The
Prophet {s&ifle predicted his Fitnah. Al-Tabart, 3/287; Futiih Ibn A'tham, 1/24.

2 He was from the intelligent people of Banii Hanifah who strongly supported
Musaylimah. The Muslims killed him on the day of al-Yamamabh. See his story in:
al-Tabagqat, 3/377; Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 143-144; al-Kamil, 2/365, 367; al-Tabari, 3/290.
3 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 104-106, and pg. 120.
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but the people of al-Yamamah who were deceived by Musaylimah
denied him and accused him, so he left them.!

The Prophet of Allah J5.&de tried to reform Musaylimah through
a Muslim man from Banii Hanifah.? When Musaylimah began having
doubts regarding this matter, he sent two men from his people to
Madinah to find out the news of this person from Bani Hanifah who
was sent by the Prophet of Allah to Musaylimah in an attempt to
reform him. One of these two men was one of those who stood firm on
Islam during the Fitnah of Musaylimah.?

And those who stood firm on Islam in al-Yamamah also included ‘Amir
ibn Maslamah and his group,* Wabar ibn Mashhar al-Hanafi,’ Jabalah
ibn Thawr al-Hanaf1,° Uthal ibn al-Nu‘man al-Hanafi,” Bard ibn Harithah
al-YashkurT and his son Shabib who were killed by Musaylimah for this
reason,® and ‘Amr ibn Hazan al-Numayr?.

1 Ibid., pg. 115-116. It might be that ‘Umar ibn Sabi al-YashkurT is the same person
as Ibn ‘Amr al-Yashkuri and ‘Umayr ibn Sabi al-Yashkuri. Regarding this, refer to the
same source, pg. 104, footnote 5, for comparison; as well as Wathimah: Qit* min Kitab
al-Riddah, pg. 16, 17.
2 Ibid., pg. 106.
3 Ibid., pg. 107.
4 1bid, pg. 175.
5 Al-Isabah, 3/629 - 630, biography: 9103.
6 Tbid., 1/223, biography: 1075.
7 Al-Tabart, 3/282.
8 Al-Isabah, 1/171, biography: 766.
9 1bid., 2/532, biography: 5811.
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In addition to those who we have mentioned, Wathimah! mentions the
following people who remained firm on Islam from al-Yamamabh.

1. Al-Sa’b ibn ‘Uthman al-Suhaymi al-Yamami

He was a very old man, lived a long life. He served as a delegate to Nu'man
ibn al-Mundhir during the period of ignorance, he lived until Islam came
and converted to Islam. He warned his people against apostasy when
Musaylimah claimed prophethood and composed a poem about it.

2. Al-Batin ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hanafi?

3. Suhban ibn Shams ibn ‘Amr al-Hanafi al-Yamami

He wrote to Abti Bakr al-Siddiq «dis saying to him, “The people before
us are of three types: a disbeliever who has been tempted, a believer
who has been deceived, and a doubter who is troubled.” In the letter,

he wrote a poem on the scale of Wasit which is produced below:

Indeed, I absolve myself of blame in front of al-Siddiq with an
apology,

For what Musaylimah the al-Khadhdhab claims.

The Muslims were delighted by his letter, and the poet of the Muslims

said regarding him:

1 Abl Yazid Wathimah ibn Musa ibn al-Furat al-Faris al-Fasawi al-Washa’, (d.
237 AH): Qit* min Kitab al-Riddah, taken from Ibn Hajar al-Asqalant’s book al-Isabah.
Organized, annotated, and explained by Dr. Wilhelm Hoetrbach, published by Majma’
al-‘Ulama’ wa al-Udab@’, 1951, pg. 13; Ibn Hajar: al-Isabah, 2/200, biography: 4129.
2 Wathimabh: Qit" min Kitab al-Riddah, pg, 13; al-Isabah, 1/173, biography: 779
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What an excellent man is Suhban ibn Shams,

He has status and piety amongst his people.!

4. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muttarih al-Hanafi.

He wrote to Abli Bakr 42 informing him about the weak points of the
apostates in al-Yamamah, and he composed a poem praising Khalid

ibn Walid #4i, saying:
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We do not deceive you, indeed they are from Hanifah,

And the dancers to Mina are disbelievers.?

5. Abu al-Husayn al-Hanafi

Ibn Muttarih al-Hanaff says about him, addressing Abii Bakr al-Siddiq
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We do not deceive you from Hanifah, indeed they,
and the dancers to Mina are disbelievers.
Besides for myself and Aba al-Husayn and ‘Amir,

And Ibn al-Sunayn for they have grown up pious.?

1 Wathimah: Ibid., pg. 14; al-Isabah, 2/194, biography: 4103.

2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 14; al-Isabah, 3/98, biography: 6378.

3 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 14; al-Isabah, 4/48, biography: 316.
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6. Al-S2’ib ibn Qatadah al-Hanafi al-Yamami.

He had a long conversation with Khalid ibn al-Walid 2&is in which he
informed him that he adhered to Islam and forbade Musaylimah and
his people from apostasy, so Khalid i2dis excused him.!

7. Al-Haytham al-Hanaf1

Wathimah mentioned a poem of his that indicates that he stayed firm

on Islam:
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Do you see Khalid killing us today,
for the sin of al-Usayfir al-Kadhdhab?
We did not abandon the religion of the Prophet,

Nor did we turn away from it.?

8. Husayn al-Judhami

He was residing among the Banii Hanifah. When they apostatized,
he disappeared, worshipping his Lord until Khalid ibn al-Walid iz

captured him and intended to kill him. He said to him, “If you only
kill those who oppose or fight you, then I am innocent of them both,
and if you take me because of the disbelief of Banii Hanifah, then Allah
has absolved me from that with His saying, ‘And no bearer of burdens

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 15; Ibn Hajar: al-Isabah, 2/109, biography: 3661, Subayyi‘ ibn
Qatadah al-Hanafi al-Yamami. Wilhelm mentioned nothing about this difference,
meaning that he did not indicate to there being a difference in the first name in al-
Isabah.

2 Wathimabh: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 3/621, biography: 9061
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will bear the burden of another.” Khalid let him go, and he went to
Madinah. His brother Hisn al-Judhami says about that:
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Indeed, I, and Husayn, and the son of Abx Bajrah, Sufyan, our

religion is Islam.

And Sufyan, their third brother, pledged allegiance with the Ansar in
Madinah, and they were from them.!

9. Sufyan ibn Abi Bajrah al-Judhami

He is the one mentioned by Hisn al-Judhami as we referred to in
the previous paragraph. Khalid ibn al-Walid & captured him and
wanted to kill him, and he said:
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O Khalid, indeed the Messenger of Allah said, “Whoever kills a

servant, he will find him sitting for him on the bridge on the Day

of Resurrection (waiting to take revenge).”

So Khalid 245 let him go.?

10. Sufyan ibn Sufyan al-Judhami

He has been mentioned previously with his brothers Hisn and Husayn®.

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 15, 16; al-Isabah, 1/377, biography: 1988.
2 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 16; al-Isabah, 2/55, biography: 3319, Sufyan ibn Abl Ghurrah
al-Judhami.
3 Wathimabh: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 2/113, biography: 2687.
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11. ‘Umayr ibn Dabi al-Yashkuri
He was a leader among the leaders of the people of al-Yamamah. He

was so influential that Khalid #8 said to him:
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If you were a Qurashi, you would have been able to hope for the

Khilafah.!

The poetry that Ibn Amr al-Yashkur?® composed is attributed to him.

12. Muhriz ibn Qatadah ibn Maslamah al-Hanafi

He has composed poetry and given a sermon in which he says:
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Glory be to Allah, how amazing is your situation, a Prophet
brought you to the religion and a liar made you leave it. By Allah,
if so-and-so and so-and-so were alive, the lying al-Ukhaynis
would not play with you. By Allah, you have not achieved
anything in this world or the hereafter, and I fear punishment

for you.

Then, the apostates from Banti Hanifah stood up to him and said:
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1 Wathimah: Ibid., pg. 16-17. Perhaps he is ‘Umar ibn Sabi or Ibn ‘Amr al-Yashkuri.
2 See: Ibn Hajar: al-Isabah, 3/121, biography: 6531.
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You are causing disrepute to your father, for he was a leader

among us.

He then left them.!

13. Nadlah ibn Khalid ibn Nadlah ibn Mahzul

He was dwelling among his maternal uncles, the Banti Hanifah. He
travelled away from them when they apostatized, and he recited
poetry about it.?

14. Murrah ibn Sabir (or Sabi) al-Yashkuri

His father was the leader of the Banti Yashkur. He addressed Musaylimah
with a long speech in which he denied his claim to prophethood. He
also addressed the people of al-Yamamah with an eloquent speech
which they rejected, so he left them, and wrote verses of poetry to
Khalid #2245, a few lines of which are reproduced below:
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O son of al-Walid ibn al-Mughirah,
I absolve myself before you from the denial of the infidels,
I mean Musaylimah the liar, for surely he is,

By Allah, a more ill fortuned companion than Qashir.

He then joined Khalid and was with him.?

1 Wathimah: Qit" min Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 17; al-Isabah, 3/486, biography: 8368.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 3/585, biography: 8865.
3 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 17, 18; al-Isabah, 3/489-490.
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15. Al-Hubab ibn ‘Umayr al-Sulami al-Zakwani

Wathimah has mentioned his eloquent speech and advice to the Banti
Hanifah to adhere to Islam and leave Musaylimah al-Kadhdhab.!

16. Uqayl ibn Malik al-Himyari
He was from amongst the sons of the kings. He was a neighbour to the
Banii Hanifah, and when most of them apostatized, he tried to hold
them to Islam, but they disagreed with him. He recited poetry about
them, including:
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Men said, ““Uqayl has overstepped his bounds in judging the

people.”

And If T were just,  would not have considered them above myself,

So, do not be complacent about al-Siddiq. And Allah is dominant,

over his affair, the emancipated [from the fire] is Abt Bakr.
He then joined Khalid ibn al-Walid %245 and participated in the wars
with him.?
17. Abu al-Aswad al-Hazzani ibn ‘Anazah

He was dwelling among the Banti Hanifah, but when Musaylimah killed
Habib ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari, the messenger of Abti Bakr al-Siddiq
#edl to Musaylimah, Abii al-Aswad rejected it and said:

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 18; al-Isabah, 1/372, biography: 1943.
2 Wathimabh: Ibid.; al-Isabah, 3/108, biography: 6442.
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Indeed, killing a messenger is a major incident,

Since the days gone by.

How evil is a person from Hanifah whether,

he continued or remained on Islam.
He then made his Islam known.!

Al-Suhayl? mentioned that the number of Muslims who held fast to
Islam and joined Thumamah ibn Uthal and obeyed him were three
thousand men. Abt Bakr #24is; honoured those who remained on Islam
from the Bant Hanifah, by means of their close relatives.

As a part of this honour, he appointed al-Mutarrif ibn al-Nu‘man
ibn Maslamah as the governor of al-Yamamah. Al-Mutarrif was the
nephew of both Thumamah ibn Uthal and Amir ibn Maslamah, who
were steadfast in the Fitnah of Apostasy.®

Those from Oman who remained steadfast on Islam

A group of Muslims in Oman stood with their leader Jayfar* and his

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 19; al-Isabah, 4/13, biography: 90.
2 Al-Rawd al-Unf fi Tafsir al-Strah al-Nabawiyyah by Ibn Hisham, Dar al-Ma'rifah, 1978,
34/253.
3 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 175.
4 He is Jayfar ibn al-Julanda al-Azdi, the king of Oman. The Prophet is:&dile sent
‘Amr ibn al-‘As to him and he accepted Islam. See his biography in al-Isabah, 1/264,
biography: 1308; al-Isti‘ab, 1/261; al-Tabaqat, 1/262, 7/493; ‘Uytin al-Athar, pg. 267-269;
Usd al-Ghabah, 1/313.
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brother ‘Abbad! against Dhii al-T3j Laqit ibn Malik al-Azd who claimed
prophethood in Oman. They took refuge in fortified places until they
were met by Hudhayfah ibn Mihsan al-Ghalfan? and ‘Arfajah ibn
Harthmah al-Bariqi*, and ‘Tkrimah ibn Abi Jahl, who were commanders
of the battalions that were established by al-Siddiq & to fight the

apostates.®

The Muslims from the tribes of Bani Judayd, Bant Najiyah, and
Banil ‘Abd al-Qays remained steadfast on Islam, as confirmed by the
narrations of al-Tabari,® Ibn al-Athir,” and Ibn Kathir.? Al-Khirrit bin
Rashid’® led his people, the Banti N3jiyah, and Sayhan ibn Sthan'®led

1 See his story linked to his brothers story in the same sources. Ibn Hajar has him
indexed under the name ‘Ubayd.

2 Al-Tabarf says (3/314), “Dhi al-T3j Laqit ibn Malik al-AzdT was called al-Julanda in
the pre-Islamic era.”

3 Al-‘Alqa’i or al-Qal‘a’1 or al-Ghalfa' or al-Qal‘ant. These are all his different names
according to the different sources. See al-Isabah, 1/317, biography: 1646. AbQi Bakr
2245 made him the governor of Oman when he removed ‘Tkrimah from that position.
Al-Isabah, 1/317; al-Istt'ab, 1/278-279; Usd al-Ghabah, 1/390. Here you will find the
word al-Qal‘ani and the differences in the different sources regarding it.

4 Al-Isabah, 2/474, biography: 5509; Usd al-Ghabah, 3/401.

5 Al-Tabari, 3/314; al-Kamil, 2/372-373; al-Bidayah, 6/372.

6 Ibid., 3/315-316.

7 Al-Kamil, 2/372-373.

8 Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/372. Regarding the steadfastness of Banii ‘Abd al-Qays
see: Tarikh al-Khamis: 2/201.

9 AI-N3jT; he met the Prophet of Allah i as part of the delegation of Band
Salamah ibn Lu’ay. He was the commander of the Bani Najiyah during the wars of
apostasy and was one of the leaders at that time. See al-Isabah, 1/423-424, biography:
2244; al-Isti'ab: 1/455-456; Usd al-Ghabah, 2/118.

10 He was amongst the leaders in the Muslims when they were fighting against the
apostates. He was killed in the Battle of Jamal while fighting on the side of ‘Alf zzdis,
See al-Isabah, 2/103, biography: 3630; al-Tabaqat, 6/221; Siyar Alam al-Nubala’, 3/525.
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his people—the Banti ‘Abd al-Qays—to stand with the Muslims in
weakening and killing the apostates.

Among those who remained steadfast on Islam in Oman were the
people of Tabalah, from the land of Ka'b bin Rabrah. Tkrimah bin Abt
Jahl, the person in charge of the charities of Banti ‘Amir bin Sa‘sa‘ah,
went to them when the Messenger of Allah Jsediie passed away
and the Fitnah of Laqit arose. They were, after Allah, his helpers in
subduing the apostates in Oman.!

Wathimah mentioned some of the names and positions of those who
remained steadfast on Islam in Oman, among them are:

1. Khamisah ibn Aban al-Huddani

He came from Madinah to Oman after the death of the Prophet A=«
and announced to them the death of the Prophet i%:&4{l-. He said to
them:

S OLLE O sk duaall bl s 5

I left the people in Madinah in a state that they are boiling just
like a kettle boils.

‘Amr ibn al-‘As %245 said about him:
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The words of al-Huddani tore open the hearts.

And Khamisah ibn Aban announced the death of the Prophet.?

1 Hurub al-Riddah, pg. 208-210.
2 Wathimabh: Qit min Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 26; al-Isabah, 1/456, biography: 2292.
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2. Mujaffanah ibn al-Nu'man al-'Ataki

He was the poet of the Azd tribe. When their leader, appointee by the
Messenger As«kdile, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As £4is, wanted to return to Madinah

after the death of the Prophet Zz:&4{= Mujaffanah said to him:
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O ‘Am, if the Prophet Muhammad has faced an unavoidable

event,

our hearts are wounded, the tears we shed are hot,
and the necks of the people are bent in submission.

O ‘Amr, to us, he is the same in his life as he is in death,
and we always await his words and listen.

So, stand firm, for you should not fear our return.

O ‘Amr, that is the most honourable and powerful !

3. ‘Ugbah ibn al-Nu'man al-‘Ataki, Abu al-Nu‘'man

He accompanied ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 224k along with a group of his people
until they came to Abli Bakr «dis, who expressed his gratitude to
them. He is the one who said:

1 Wathimah: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 3/486 - 487, biography: 8371. Wilhelm stated in his
commentary that in version (k) of al-Isabah the name is spelt as ii2, and in our

version of al-Isabah, it is iz2. There are misspellings and Allah knows best.
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We were loyal, and among us [are those in whom] loyalty is

apparent,

And among us are those who disclosed their secrets.
Thus, does loyalty adorn men,

just as dates adorn the tops of the palms.

We were loyal to ‘Amr and we said to him,

and that opinion has been blown away.

He also said:
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The messenger of Allah’s Messenger is the greatest in his right
over us. And whoever does not recognize the truth is doomed.
And we are people, amongst us, a neighbour is safe

When it is a day that the sun is eclipsed, a difficult day.*

4. ‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl ibn al-Harith al-Azdi

He was the representative of his people and stood among them during
the period of Riddah, encouraging them towards Islam. He composed a
eulogy for the Prophet of Allah .&4fie, which reads as follows:

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 27; al-Isabah, 3/108, biography: 6440.
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The earth and the heavens wept over the light,
which was a lamp for the servants.
Through which we were guided to the path of truth,

and we did not know any way.!

He is not ‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl ibn Malik ibn Ja'far al-Kilabf, the chief of
Band ‘Amir during the pre-Islamic era, who died as a disbeliever. He
came to the Messenger As4&4{l> when he was eighty years old.?

Among those whom al-Wagqidi mentioned to have remained steadfast
on Islam in Oman are:

1. Zalim ibn Suraqah, Aba Sufrah al-Azd1 al-‘Ataki, the father of al-
Mubhallab ibn Ab1 Sufrah, the famous Umayyad leader. When ‘Amr
ibn al-‘As #24is;, the envoy of the Messenger 3.4k to Oman for
preaching Islam, consulted the people of Oman regarding Abu
Bakr’s zedis; command that he returns to Madinah following the
death of the Prophet of Allah is.&4= and gave them the news of
the apostasy of some Arabs, Ab Sufrah said:
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O ‘Amr, we will obey you today as we obeyed you yesterday, and

we will obey you tomorrow as we obey you today, and we do not

disobey the one who sent you to us. May peace be upon you.

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 28; al-Isabah, 2/251, biography: 4396.
2 Al-Isabah, 2/251.
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He was also among those who accompanied Ibn al-‘As to
Madinah.!

2. Jafir ibn Jafr ibn Khaytam, who said to ‘Amr bin al-‘As «di;:
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0 ‘Amr, indeed the Messenger of Allah A55«E4i= sent you to us
and you called us and we responded to you. If the Messenger has
passed away, then indeed Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, is alive
and does not die. If you stay with us, we will obey you, and if you

wish to depart, we will escort you. May peace be upon you.

And when ‘Amr #24i decided to travel to Madinah based on the
request of Abli Bakr, among those who accompanied him were
Jafr, his son Jafir, and ‘Abbad bin al-JulandT; amongst seventy
knights from the notables of Oman. Regarding them, ‘Ugbah bin

al-Nu‘man al-‘Ataki said:
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With us are ‘Abbad and Jafir,

And Zalim? to whom the poor come to®.

1 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Waqidr: Kitab al-Riddah, edited by Dr. Yahya al-Jabiiri,
edition 1, Dar al-Gharb al-IslamT Beirut, 1410 AH/1990, pg. 55-57 and edited by Dr.
Mahmtd ‘Abd Allah Abu al-Khayr, Dar al-Furgan, Amman, pg. 89.

2 He is Zalim ibn Suragah, Aba Sufrah.

3 That is the lion.
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So ‘Amr arrived in Madinah safely.

laughing with a mix of musk being placed on him.*?
And a man from Quraysh said about them:

elogll Ji oy e s AN Bl by ale b
0 ‘Abbad, O son of Suragah of goodness,
and O Jafir bin Jafr, the noble.?

Those from Bahrain who remained steadfast on Islam

Indeed, among those who remained steadfast on Islam in Bahrain is
al-Jartd ibn ‘Amr ibn Hanash ibn al-Mu‘alla al-‘Abdi,* who stood up
among his tribe, Banii ‘Abd al-Qays,’ and reminded them of the reality
of death. He recited to them the saying of Allah Almighty:

1 Al-Aramik: The plural of al-Ramik, something black mixed with musk.
2 Al-Wagqidi, Op. cit., pg. 56.
3 Ibid., pg. 59; al-Riddah by al-Waqidi, edited by Dr. Aba al-Khayr, pg. 93.
4 See his biography in al-Isabah, 1/216, biography: 1042; Usd al-Ghabah, 1/260.
5 It is mentioned in an authentic Hadith that when they came to him, Messenger of
Allah Jsedfe said to them:
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‘Abd al-Qays are the best of the people of the East! O Allah, forgive ‘Abd al-

Qays and bless their fruits.
He said this 3 times, and they left rejoicing at his supplication and presented him
some of their best fruits (narrated by Ahmad 4/206).
See Huruib al-Riddah, pg. 194; and see the story of their steadfastness on Islam in Futith
Ibn A'tham, pg. 45, 47, who said about them:
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And ‘Abd al-Qays at that time in Bahrain were adhering to the religion of

Islam and did not apostatize with those who did.
And about the steadfastness of a group of the people of Bahrain with al-Jarad, also
see: al-'AsfarT (Khalifah ibn Khayyat d. 240H): Tarikh Khalifah ibn Khayyat, checked by
Dr. Akram Dia’ al-‘Umarf, vol. 2 pg. 116, Beirut, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1977.
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Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other] messengers have passed on

before him..."

This statement and position had an effect on them, so they remained
steadfast on their Islam and did not change like some people of Rabiah
in Bahrain.> When Aban ibn Sa‘id ibn al-‘As,* the governor of Bahrain,
came to Madinah to find out the opinion of the Companions (ram)
concerning the Fitnah in Bahrain, al-Siddiq 24k commented on their
tirm stance by saying:
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He remained firm with a people who did not change nor apostatize.’
Aban spoke well of them to Abt Bakr edis;.°

And when Abii Bakr #24is sent al-‘Ala’ ibn al-Hadram?’ #e4és to Bahrain
with sixteen riders, he said to him:

1 Strat Al Tmran: 144.

2 See the story in Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 194.

3 Al-Tabari, 3/303; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/369.

4 See his biography in al-Isabah, 1/13-15 under number 2; and a part of his biography
regarding his governance of Bahrain in al-Tabagat, 4/361.

5 Hurub al-Riddah, pg. 196.

6 Ibid.

7 He converted to Islam early on. The Messenger of Allah is:&ife sent him to
Bahrain to call its ruler, al-Mundhir ibn Sawa, to Islam and put him in charge of the
charities of Bahrain. When the delegation from Bahrain complained about him to
the Messenger is&4fi>, he was removed from his position, and the Prophet F. &4
appointed Aban ibn Sa‘ld ibn al-‘As in his place. When the Prophet iz«&ifie passed
away, Aban excused himself from governance, so al-Siddiq «4ks appointed al-‘Ala’
ibn al-Hadram in his place. See the complete biography of al-‘Ala’ in al-Tabagat,
4/359-363; al-Isabah, 2/497-498, biography: 5642; Usd al-Ghabah, 4/7-8.
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Apply yourself assiduously, for in front of you is ‘Abd al-Qays!*

So, he proceeded until he reached them, and he passed by Thumamah
ibn Uthal al-Hanaff, so he strengthened him with himself and with
his tribe, Bani Suhaym.? He roused the Muslims in those regions.3 Al-
Jartid used to send fighting men to al-‘Ala™, thus a large army gathered
with him. With this army, he fought the apostates and Allah granted
victory to the believers through him after they had faced a severe trial
when the apostates besieged them in the village of believers, Juwatha.®

Among those who supported al-‘Ala’ in suppressing the Fitnah of
Bahrain were also:

» Qays ibn ‘Asim al-MingarT and ‘Afif ibn al-Mundhir,’
» ‘Utaybah ibn al-Nahhas from the Banti Bakr ibn Wa'il,?

1 Ibid. For the position of Banii ‘Abd al-Qays regarding apostasy, see Tarikh al-Khamis,
2/201.
2 This story was previously mentioned in the context of the role of Thumamah ibn
Uthal al-HanafT in dealing with the Fitnah of the apostates, pg. 71.
3 Al-Tabari, 3/305-306.
4 Hurub al-Riddah, pg. 196-197.
5 Refer to the reports of this calamity in Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 197 onwards; al-Kamil,
2/368; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/369.
6 Al-Tabari, 3/305; Futiih Ibn A‘tham, pg. 50-51.
7 Al-Tabari, 3/310.
8 Tbn Hajar says about him in al-Isabah, 3/103, biography: 6412:
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continued...
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‘Amir ibn ‘Abd al-Aswad,

Masma',?

Khafsah al-Tamimi,?

al-Muthanna ibn Harithah al-Shaybani,’
Wahb from the Banii Dab1ah ibn ‘Ajl,°

vV vV V V V V

and al-Lahazim.®

1 As is found in al-Tabart, 3/310; al-Isabah, 3/86, biography: 6285, ‘Amir ibn ‘Abd al-
Asad, he says about him:
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He was alive at the time of the Messenger #5:&i{=, Al-Tabarl mentioned
that Al-‘Al2’ ibn al-Hadrami wrote to him ordering him to persevere in his
efforts and striving in fighting the people of apostacy and to investigate their
matters and to follow up on their news.
2 InFutih Ibn A'tham, pg. 47 it reads, Mashma' ibn Malik. While according to al-Wagidi
in Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 149, we see, Masma' ibn Malik. See his biography in al-Isabah,
3/494, biography: 8417. Ibn Hajar did not consider it unlikely that the father of Malik
ibn Masma' be the leader of Bakr ibn Wa'il in Basrah in the beginning of Islam during
the Umayyad Dynasty.
3 Ibn Hajar did not add more than what al-TabarT mentioned (3/310). See al-Isabah,
1/429, biography 2269.
4 See his lineage and biography in al-Isabah, 3/361, biography: 7720; Usd al-Ghabah,
4/299. Read about his role in Futith Ibn A‘tham, pg. 47; al-Isabah, 3/361-362; al-Isti‘ab,
3/522-525. His conversion to Islam and his arrival to the Prophet &4l was in
the ninth, tenth, or eleventh year of the Hijrah. Abii Bakr s sent him to Iraq and
reinforced him with Khalid ibn al-Walid %24z while ‘Umar %245 reinforced him with
Abi ‘Ubaydah then with Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas. He was brave and performed well in
Jihad. He passed away in the year 14 AH, before Sa‘d’s reinforcements reached him.
5 Wahb: We did not find a biography for him.
6 Read about them in al-Tabar, 3/310.
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Those who remained steadfast on Islam in the land of Tamim were
people such as ‘Amr and the Abna’ and Sa'd ibn Tamim and al-Rabab.!

If it were not for the intervention of some foreign elements in favour of
the apostates, the apostates would not have dared to stand against the
Muslims for a long period. The Persians provided the apostates with
nine thousand fighters whereas the number of apostate Arabs was only
three thousand, while the number of Muslims was four thousand.?

The Muslims of Bahrain assisted the leaders of Islam in quelling the
Fitnah of Dhii al-T3j Laqtt ibn Malik al-Azdi.?

Wathimah mentioned the names of some who remained steadfast on
Islam in Bahrain and their role in suppressing the Fitnah of apostasy in
the region. Among them are:

1. Subah ibn al-‘Abbas al-‘Abd1

He was among those who accompanied Aban ibn Sald when they
received news of the death of the Prophet J.&4{iz, until Aban reached
Abt Bakr zedi; with thirty of his people. Regarding this, Aban says:
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May al-Jartid be well rewarded,
On behalf of Aban ibn Sa‘1d.

And Subah and his brother Haram,
Are the best pillars of strength.

1 Al-Kamil, 2/369.
2 Futith Ibn A'tham, pg. 47; al-Waqidt: Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 152.
3 For this, see for example al-Tabari, 3/315-316.
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Al-Tabari mentioned, in the narration of Sayf ibn ‘Umar al-Tamimi that
Ibn al-walid sent five people that he had captured from Bant Tha‘lab
with Subah; whether this is reference to the same or not [is unclear],

as Ibn Hajar said.!

2. ‘Abd Allah ibn Sawwar

He was from the governors of the Prophet s.&dfie in Bahrain and

among those who were loyal to Aban.?

3. ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Awf al-‘Abdi

When al-‘Al2’ ibn al-Hadrami &24is came from Bahrain to Madinah by
the order of the Messenger 3%«&d{z, he came with twenty men from
‘Abd al-Qays, at their forefront was ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Awf al-Ashajj, as al-
TabarT mentioned from the narration of al-wagqidt.

Ibn Hajar says:
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And this might be the well-known al-Ashajj, and there might
be a difference in his name. Or it might be someone else, and
the statement of Wathimah strengthens this second possibility,
as he mentioned ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Awf when talking about the

apostasy of RabTah, and he differentiated between him and al-
Ashajj al-Mundhir.?

1 Wathimah: Qit' min Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 23; al-Isabah, 2/175, biography: 4030.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 224; al-Isabah, 3/92, biography: 6329.
3 Wathimah: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 2/356, biography: 4871. And see al-WaqidT: Kitab al-
Riddah, pg. 153.
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4. ‘Abd Allah ibn Qays al-Subahi

He was among those who pointed out the weak points of the people of
the fortress in Bahrain. He was one of the delegations of ‘Abd al-Qays
along with al-Ashajj to the Prophet Js.Edie. An excerpt of his poetry
that he composed during the Fitnah of apostasy is given below:
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Do not threaten us with the deluded and his people,

Whoever meets us will face our tradition of destruction.!

5. ‘Abd Allzh ibn Hadhf

He composed the following during the Fitnah of apostasy:
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Indeed, convey to Abt Bakr,

and the youths of al-Madinah, all of them;

Do you have anything to say to a noble people
seated in Juwatha, besieged?

We rely upon al-Rahman indeed,

We found victory for those who rely upon Him,
And we said we are pleased with Allah as a Lord,

And with Islam as a religion, we are pleased.

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 24, 25; al-Isabah, 2/361, biography: 1905.
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Al-TabarT mentioned him in several places, including that he pointed
out the vulnerabilities of the apostates of his tribe to al-‘Ala’ ibn al-

Hadram1 455 enabling him to capture them.!

In addition to the aforementioned, there were luminaries in Bahrain
who firmly held onto Islam, as mentioned by al-Wagqidyi, including:

1. Haram ibn Hayyan al-‘Abdi, who at that time was the elder of
‘Abd al-Qays and its most senior. He advanced to Aban ibn Sa‘id
and said:
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O Aban, indeed Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has multiplied
our numbers through Islam and strengthened our hearts and
tongues with it, so we no longer fear our enemies among the
people. But you have refused to reside in our land, if there is
something from us that makes you uneasy, we will ensure your
safety from it. If you are worried that you will not be able to
govern over us, we will support you with our very selves. And if
you desire something better than what you are currently in, we

offer our wealth to you.?

2. Al-Mundhir ibn ‘A’idh al-‘Abdi, he is the one whom the Prophet
Asadedfie appointed as the leader of the delegation of ‘Abd al-Qays

1 Wathimah: Ibid., pg. 25; al-Isabah, 3/88, biography: 6306, and here he is mentioned
as ‘Abd Allah ibn Hadq. Wilhelm has indicated that it is Hadhq in version K of al-
Isabah.

2 Al-Wagqidt: Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 60; a previously mentioned source.
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when they visited him. He was among those who accompanied
Aban ibn SaTd to Madinah, along with his brother Subah ibn
Hayyan, Jarad ibn al-Mu‘all3, al-Ashajj ibn ‘A’idh, ‘Abdullah ibn
Sawwar, and al-Harith ibn Murrah, with a total of 30 horsemen
from the leaders of ‘Abd al-Qays.

Those from Hadramawt who remained steadfast on Islam

When the delegation of the Muslims of Kindah came to the Messenger
s, he appointed Ziyad ibn Labid al-Ansart al-Bayad, who was
amongst those who took the pledge of al-‘Aqabah, and was a resolute
man. Al-Siddiq &z reaffirmed his position as the leader of Kindah in
Hadramawt. He was at the forefront of those who remained firm on
Islam in this region.’ His firmness and strength were a major reason
for the rebellion against him by Harithah ibn Suragah.* The summary

1 Ibid., pg. 60-61; al-Isabah, 3/460, biography: 8218.

2 Al-Isabah, 1/558; al-Isti'ab, 1/564; Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 222.

3 Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 223; al-Ya'qiibT (Ahmad ibn Abi Ya'qib ibn Ja‘far ibn Wahb ibn
wadih, d. 292 AH): Tarikh al-Ya'qubi, 2/132, Beirut, Dar Beirut li al-Taba‘ah wa al-
Nashr, 1400 AH.

4 He is Abu al-Sumayt Harithah ibn Suragah ibn Ma‘diKarib ibn Wali‘ah ibn Shurahbil
al-Kindi, one of the leaders of Kindah. He is the person who said:
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We obeyed the Messenger of Allah when he was among us,

How astonishing are those who obey Aba Bakr?

Making him inherit a young camel once he is gone,

And that, by the house of Allah, is the last straw.
See al-Tabari, 3/332; Ibn A'tham: Kitab al-Futiih, 1/48-50; al-HamawT: Mu jam al-Buldan,
under Hadramawt; al-Waqidr: Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 170-172.
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of this, as mentioned by al-Kala7,! is that Ziyad, while distributing
the charity, had given a specific camel to a young man from Kindah
by mistake. When the owner of the camel wanted to exchange it for
another, Ziyad did not accept that. So, the young man sought the help
of their leader, Harithah ibn Suragah. When Ibn Suraqah requested
Ziyad to exchange the camel, Ziyad insisted on his position, which
angered Ibn Suraqah. He forcefully set the camel free, which led to
conflict between Ziyad’s supporters and Ibn Suragah’s supporters. A
war ensued, Ibn Suragah was defeated, four kings of Kindah were killed,
and Ziyad captured a number of people from Ibn Suraqah’s group. As
the captives were on their way to Madinah, they sought the aid of al-
Ash‘ath ibn Qays,? who assisted them out of tribal loyalty and emotion,
escalating the strife and broadening its scope. Al-Ash‘ath’s forces
increased, and they besieged the Muslims until they were rescued by
al-Muhajir ibn Abi Umayyah.

Although this conflict, referring to the Fitnah of al-Ash‘ath, began due
to reasons that were distant from apostasy, it ended up challenging
the authority and was classified within the realm of political apostasy.
Standing firm in it alongside Ziyad was Imru’ al-Qays ibn ‘Abis ibn al-

1 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 226-229; see the story in al-TabarT, 3/336-342; al-Kamil, 2/79;
Futih Ibn A'tham, pg. 57.

2 He came to the Prophet 4=4&4(= in the Kindah delegation and converted to Islam.
Al-Isti'ab, 1/51; Sirah Ibn Hisham, 2/585-586; Hurib al-Riddah, pg. 224, footnote 1.
When he was brought as a captive to Abu Bakr 48, he stated that he had not
apostatized from Islam and sought pardon. He was pardoned, and Abx Bakr wed
his his sister, Umm Furwah [bint Abi Quhafah], to him. Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 238-239;
al-Isti'ab, 1/51.
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Mundhir al-Kind1,! who tried to dissuade al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays from the
Fitnah?, and Bant Qatirah from Kindah,® and Shurahabil ibn al-Simt
and his son,* and ‘Ad1 ibn ‘Awf al-Kindi1,’ and Abda‘ah ibn Malik, one
of the sons of the kings of Kindah®, and “Afif ibn Ma‘di Karib, from
amongst the chiefs of Kindah’, and Thawr ibn Malik?, and the tribes
of al-Sakasik and al-Sakiin, and Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Jawn al-Kindi,” who
was the orator of his people in the era of al-Jahilyyah and Islam, and
Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Amr?°, the brother of Dhi al-Kala‘, who said to the
kings of Kindah when they apostatized from Islam:

PN \%;(,;g,;uwz ' \%;vggposivmlsxs iz by
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1 He visited the Messenger of Allah 45:£4{> and embraced Islam. He was a poet.
He settled in Kafah during the Islamic conquests. His uncle was killed on the day
of Nujayr because he was among the apostates. See that in Usd al-Ghabah, 1/115; al-
Isabah, 1/64; al-Istiab, 1/105. Also read his biography in al-Tabart, 3/334; Futih Ibn
A'tham, pg. 54-56; Hurub al-Riddah, pg. 224.
2 Hurab al-Riddah, pg. 224
3 Ibid., pg. 232.
4 See the mention of their stance towards Banii Mu‘awiyah in al-Tabari, 3/334; al-
Kamil, 2/380. See the lineage and history of Shurahabil’s life and Jihad in al-Isabah,
2/143, biography: 3870; al-Istr'ab, 2/141-142; Usd al-Ghabah, 2/391.
5 Futiih Ibn A'tham, pg. 61. See his lineage in al-Isabah, 2/470, biography: 5485. And he
is among those who visited the Prophet as mentioned in this biography.
6 Futith Ibn A'tham, pg. 62.
7 1bid., pg. 63. And see his lineage and biography in al-Istiab, 3/163-165; Usd al-
Ghabah, 3/414.
8 Futith Ibn A'tham, pg. 64. See his lineage in al-Isabah, 1/205, biography: 974.
9 Al-Isabah, 3/497, biography: 8432,
10 Refer to this report in al-Isabah, 3/435, biography: 8075.
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0 assembly of Kindah! Even though I am not a partner in your
sin, I am still going to be a partner in your calamity. Return
Ziyad to his post, and write an excuse to Abx Bakr, or by Allah,

you have spilled blood over apostasy:.!

When they did not accept his advice, he turned away in anger and
recited poetry regarding that.?

And among those who remained firm in this tribulation along with
Ziyad, apart from these ones, are those mentioned by Wathimah.

1. Abui Farghan al-Kindi®

2. ‘Ab‘ab ibn ‘Amr Al-Kindi

He recited poetry, addressing al-Ash‘ath.

ca.ijvjdjrlgwb (22545 (ESUELS el O
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If Kindah breaks their pacts,
Then Allah knows that I did not break mine.
Seek only one religion, a single faith,

Take it and do not hesitate, heed the advice of ‘Ab‘ab.

1 Al-Tabari, 3/316-317; al-Kamil, 3/373; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihdayah, 6/372.

2 Ibid.

3 Wathimah: Qit" min Kitab al-Riddah, pg. 35; al-Isabah, 3/104, biography: 6413,
according to Ibn Hajar his name is ‘Ath‘ath and he is mentioned under this name in

his book.
96



3. ‘Abd Allah ibn Zayd al-Kindi

When the story of the camel occurred, al-Walid ibn Muhsin rose and
admonished Kindah, but they threw him out from among them. Then,
‘Abd Allah ibn Zayd stood up and said:
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Every time someone speaks the truth, do you accuse him of
being against yourselves? By Allah, my opinion is the same as

the opinion of my companion. So, expel us all.

His words were difficult for them to accept, and they drove him away.
He then recited:
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The she-camel of Thamiid drove them to ruination in the valley

of al-Hijr,

And by a mangy one were the children of Cain.

The Kindites and their camel followed suit,

And the tragedy of camels they encountered as those before.

Could any faith compare to one Allah has assumed responsibility
for?

Would they not all be evil and shallow, not long for this world?
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And something similar happened to ‘Abd Allah ibn Yazid al-Sakiini, as

we will mention.!

4. ‘Abd ibn Yazid ibn Qays al-Sakiini
After the incident of the she-camel, he said to his people:
oF oS Al ol Vo Jpdll e aol Y o) Sl aee
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O assembly of kings, I am not too insignificant to speak, nor is
anyone among you too great to listen. I adjure you by Allah and
kinship not to criticize the talks about a camel taken rightfully

and its return being falsehood.

Some of the poetry he recited to them is as follows:
ol s alll gy 03,05 s o sl s BU S 05 s
el 5 Sl a5 QL] g e 3= Lo 5L Al
el olloos b plel g ls SO e sl

What is in that camel that has caused you all to lose your minds?

Till when will you betray the covenant of Allah and those
deputed?

Ziyad placed upon it a sign of his right,

after having done so verbally and practically.

1 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 35; al-Isabah, 3/90, biography: 6320.
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Towards [Abl] Bakr and his brothers there is no disquietude,

by the Lord Who permits and forbids.

So, al-Ash‘ath sent a message to him, saying:
3 Lo Y Gl oSS Lo ) BLly Lad s EledIS (g
I see your words pushing us and you to what we despise, and we
will not tolerate that.

He went to Madinah, then returned with the Muslims to fight them.

And he was martyred along with Ziyad ibn Labid. Mirba“ al-Kind1
composed a eulogy praising him saying:
el Ly LS5 L e ydel 08 all e
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O worshiper of Allah, you absolved yourself among us,
But we mocked the sincere advice,
And you made us hear a call from a caller,

To the heights and the right command.!

5. Al-Walid ibn Muhsin al-Durayki

He was among the people of reason and intellect. He delivered an
eloquent sermon advising the kings of Kindah against apostasy. They
did not accept his advice, belittled him, and expelled him.?

1 Wathimah: 1bid., pg. 36, 37; al-Isabah, 3/95, biography: 6360.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid., pg. 37; al-Isabah, 3/645, biography: 9187.
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6. ‘Awf ibn Murarah al-Sakuni

He was among those who warned Kindah and admonished them,
reminding them of the punishments and transformations that befell
nations before them. They pounced on him and intended to kill him,
but al-Ash‘ath saved him from them.!

7. Malik ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Kind1

He addressed his people, warning them about apostasy and recited
verses of poetry to them. He was a devout man, so they obeyed him.
Later, misfortune overcame them, and they opposed Ziyad al-Bayadi
and expelled him. So, he joined Ziyad and the steadfast Muslims.?

8. Mu'awiyah ibn al-Jawn al-Kindi

He was an orator for his people during the Jahiliyyah. He warned his
people against opposing Ziyad, but they did not accept his advice.?

Those from Mahrah who remained steadfast on Islam

When ‘Tkrimah ibn AbiJahl, ‘Arfajah ibn Hirthimah al-Azdi al-Bahraynf,
and Hudhayfah ibn Mihsin finished dealing with the apostasy in Oman,
‘Tkrimah marched with his army towards Mahrah. Many people from
Banii Najiyah, al-Azd, ‘Abd al-Qays, Rasib, and Sa‘d from Bani Tamim
had sought his help. When he entered Mahrah, he found two groups
of people; one of them was led by Shakhrit from Bant Shakhrah, and
the other was led by al-Musabbih from Banti Muharib. Each of them

1 Wathimah: Tbid.; al-Isabah, 3/123, biography: 6543.
2 Wathimabh: 1bid.; al-Isabah, 3/484, biography: 8354.
3 Wathimah: Ibid., pg. 38. According to this source, he is Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Harith.

However, according to Tbn Hajar in al-Isabah, 3/497, he is Mu‘awiyah ibn al-Jawn.
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was calling the other to join him. When ‘Tkrimah saw the few men with
Shakhrit, he invited him to Islam, and he accepted without hesitation.
However, when he invited al-Musabbih, he arrogantly declined due
to the large number of people with him. Thus, ‘Tkrimah and Shakhrit
collaborated in defeating al-Musabbih, and they overcame him and
thus dealt with his Fitnah once and for all.*

Those who remained steadfast on Islam in this region included some
people from the Bant Muharib, who supported ‘Tkrimah #2dis in his
war against the apostates from their people. Evidence of this is what
was mentioned by ‘Uljim al-Muharibi, which is:

Ll sl 3 b by s sl by s alll 5

May Allah reward Shakhrit and the ends of Haytham,
And Fardam when the groups came to us.’

O ‘Tkrimah, had it not been for the gathering of my people and

their actions,

The paths of life would have tightened upon you despite its

vastness.’

When dealing with the rest of the Fitnah in Yemen, Tkrimah gz
took help from those who remained firm on Islam from Mahrah and
its surroundings, such as the people of Najd, the people of Riyad al-
Rawdah, the people of al-Sahil, the people of al-Jaza’ir, the people of

1 Al-TabarT, 3/316-317; al-Kamil, 3/373; al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, 6/373.
2 Al-Hal@’ib means “groups”.
3 Al-Tabart, 3/317.
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al-Murr and al-Luban, the people of Jayrit, Zuhtr al-Shihr, al-Sabarat,
Yan‘ab, and Dhat al-Khaym.!

Those from the northern Arabian Peninsula who remained
steadfast on Islam

Here we will mention, by way of example, not exhaustively, the stance
of the Bant Shayban and their leader al-Muthanna ibn Harithah al-
Shaybani in extinguishing the Fitnah of apostasy in Bahrain, and
their continued operations along the shores of the Arabian Gulf, and
countering the schemes of the Persians which were manifested in
supporting Bakr ibn Wa’il with nine thousand Persian soldiers to fight
against the Qays al-Maslamah in Bahrain. Ibn A'tham? mentioned that
among the reasons for the apostasy of some people of Bahrain from
Islam was that a group from Bakr ibn Wa’il, who were hostile to the
tribe of ‘Abd al-Qays that did not apostatize from Islam, wanted to
reinstate the reign of the people of Dar al-Nu‘man ibn al-Mundhir. They
approached Khosrow to assist them in this matter, and they portrayed
their cause in a favourable light and belittled the situation of Aba
Bakr al-Siddiq #24is and the Muslims. So, Khosrow sent with them al-
Mundhir ibn al-Nu‘man, a young man. When al-Muthanna heard about
their march to Bahrain, he wrote to them dissuading them from their
actions and from the idea of fighting their brothers ‘Abd al-Qays, and
he threatened them with the Muhajirin and the Ansar and their might.

Al-Muthanna ibn Harithah gl was the one who approached Abi
Bakr 2245 and asked him to send him to his people as they had Islam

1 Al-Tabart, 3/327.
2 Al-Futiih, pg. 45; al-Tabari, 3/317.
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among them, so that he could fight the Persians and the enemy from
his side. AbQi Bakr 28z complied.! His significant and effective role in
the efforts of Jihad in this region had a great impact on the conquest
of Iraq later on.

The stance of Bant ‘Adhrah in the Jihad against the apostates in this
region was a positive one; this was represented in the role of a leader
amongst them called Mu‘awiyah al-‘Adhri. Abi Bakr #2dis wrote to
him ordering him to be firm in fighting the people of apostasy in his
land.?

Through the positions of those who remained steadfast on Islam, it
becomes clear to us that one of the main reasons for their perseverance
on Islam during this tribulation was due to:

1. The firm establishment of the Islamic creed in their souls.
2. Their correct and sound understanding of the pillars of Islam.

3. Their correct understanding of the duties of an individual
Muslim, most importantly the commitment to the community
and the pledge of allegiance to a single Imam from the righteous
believers.

4. The presence of leaders who embodied these aforementioned
characteristics, and who were able to convince those from their
tribes who were about to be deceived by Shaytan’s deception,
about the truth of Islam. They removed the blinders from
their eyes, as is evident from their sermons, such as Abx Harb

1 See al-Isabah, 3/361, biography: 7720.
2 See al-Isabah, 3/438, biography: 8085.
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RabTah ibn Khuwaylid al-‘Aqili,' Ma'n ibn H3jiz,> Muadh ibn
Yazid ibn al-Sa‘q al-‘Amiri,* ‘Adi ibn Hatim al-Ta’i,* Ibn Dhi al-
Mish‘ar al-Hamdani,’ ‘Amr ibn al-Fuhayl al-Zubayd,° Ibn Qa‘nab,’
Thumamah ibn Uthal? Ziyad ibn Labid,” and Mu‘awiyah ibn al-

Jawn al-Kind1*,

With this, we conclude our discussion and hope we have succeeded in
highlighting what we intended to the best of our ability and capacity.

And may Allah’s blessings be upon Muhammad and his family and
Companions, and peace be upon them, and praise be to Allah by whose
favour all good deeds are accomplished.

1 See page 28 of this book.

2 See page 33 of this book.

3 See page 38 of this book.

4 See page 38-40 of this book.
5 See page 49 of this book.

6 See page 50 of this book.

7 See page 58 of this book.

8 See page 63-66 of this book.
9 See page 93-94 of this book.
10 See page 95 of this book.
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